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Official transcript of the International 
Military Tribunal in the matter of the 
United States of America, the French Re» 
public, the United Kingdom of Great Eri- 
tain and Northern Ireland, and the Union 

of Soviet Socialist Republics agains 
Hermann Wilhelm Goering et all, Defendants, 
Sitting at Nurnberg, Germany on 11 March 
1946, 1000 = 1245, Lord Justice Lawrence 
presiding, 


p Tires T Fary m 
THE PRESIDENT 


br. Laternser, had you finished your examination? 

DR. LATERNSER (Counsel for the OKW and General Staff): I have only a few 
more questions to ask the witness, 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 
BY DR, LATERNSER: 

Q Witness, I should like to return very briefly to the question of the 
preparation for war of the Luftwaffe in the year 1939, to what extent they were 
not prepared for war. In this connection I should like to ask whether the 
collaboration of the Luftwaffe with the OKW, Army and Navy did not exist in 1939? 

A In 1939 the Luftwaffe was in my conviction not prepared for a large 
Scale war nor were the others. ney had reached no agreements with the other 
parts of the armed forces, I know nothing of any such preparations, 

Q If these agreements with the other parts of the’armed forces had been 
existent, then you would have known of them? 

A I should like to assume since I was involved in these questions at 
that time that that is so, 

Q Was the collaboration between the most important parts of the air force 
pretty close in the year 1937? 

A There was the General Staff of the technical department and the per~ 
sonnel office. They all worked more or less separately, cach for itself, 

Q You just mentioned the General Staff. What do you understand by the 
Gorman General Staff of the Luftwaffe? 

A General Staff means in German, assistant to the leadership, that 1S, 
higher officers with Special training who advised the commanders of the groups 


and assisted them, 


Q Of what did the Luftwaffe of the General Staff consist? 
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A First the Chief of the General Staff of the armed forces and upwards; 
who was at the disposal of the General Staff, also those officers who, as out- 


Side General Staff officers, were at the disposal of the Navy and the individual 


squadrons. 
Q What were the conditions for promotions? 
A They were not ordered but were simply discussed shortly before the 


outbreak of the war, We wanted to set up a larger air force at the time that 


should be completed six to eight years hence, 


Q When would this limit have been reached? When would it have been 
finished? 

A About the year 19144-1946, 

bear Ve 


his PRESIDENT; Not only is there some technical fault, we are getting two 


translations at once, mt both vhe witness and the counsel are going too fast. 


Q In the year 1939 was there an organization of day and night raiders? 
A No, it did not at that time exist, 
Q las there an organization for bombing warfare? 


int 


A Not in that sense in which it would have been necessary for a war of 


aggressione 


Q To what extent were at that time air field organizations ready? 
A Through the air fields there were thousand-emeter long runways, These 


runways sufficed for fighters but not for loaded bombers, 
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Q What was the Intelligence situation? 

A The leadership network was not present. It had to be improvised 
later during the war. 

Q How was the Aircraft Obseivation Service? 

A That also was not organizede 

On the question of the bombers, I might add that it is significant 
that originally in the firs years large bomber types, fouremotor bombers, 
which were designed for use at nighte=steps in that direction were under- 
takene ‘these bombers, however, I believe in the year 1937 were abandoned, 
although they were technically in orcere It was believed that the expen= 
ditures involved in building such large bombers could be spared since 
no one was counting on a war at that timee This was at the time when 
Fieldmarshal Milch was Chief of the General Staff. This was submitted 
to the Reichsmarshal for decision, and he deoided that these large bombers 
Should be eliminated from the armaments programe 

Q At which time was this? 

A Just a wavent; I will look it upe On the 29th of April 1937, 
the Reichsmarshal on the commicsic.. of the General Staff stopped the 
production of these large bombers, In this way 1t came about that in 
1939 bombers designed for night bombing were not available, bombers 


which might have been compared with the English type, such as Lancaster 


bomberse 
a What was the personnel of the Air Force?. 
A There was at that time a r:ther small Luftwaffe and just enough 


personnel reserve. In this personnol reserve there were g reat difficulties. 
The question of the timing depended upon the personnele It would have 
been possible to build airplanes Quicker, but it would not have been pos- 
Sible to expand the development of the personnele 

As I said before, the great weight had to be laid on the question 
of whan the program would be finish-dẹ, It would have had a purpose to 


build up the personnel. Half trained. people are less use than nones 


THE PRESIDENT: Dre Laternser, T don't want to interrupt your cross 


examination, but we have been Sitting here for nearly 20 minutes now, 
S591 








J N 


and all I have got from it is that the Luftwaffe wasn't ready for war 
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in 1939¢ It seems to me too much time is being taken up with detail. 
BY DR. LATERNSER: 

Q I have simply one more question in this mattere Were there 
reserves of aluminum and magnesium available, or were there other pos- 


sibilities of acquiring these materials? 


A Not to the necessary extent, 
Q Then one last qestion,. Witness, during your testimony on 


Friday, you mentioned Basic Order Number le You also gave us the con- 
tent of this order, Now, in regard to this order I have this questione 
Was this order strictly observed or rot? 

A Yes, extraordinarily stricte 

Vite LATERNSERs I have no further questions to the witness, 

THE PRESIDENT: Do any of the other defendants! counsel wish to ask 
the witness any questions? 

DRe FLAECHSNER (Counsel for Speer): I'd like to ask the witness a 
few questions. 

BY DR. FLAECHSNER: 

Q Witness, do you remember from what time on Hitler furthered 
the building of factories to buila bo bers? 

A So far as I can recall, fron the moment of the heavy English 
attacks in the year 1943 one 

Q Do you remember a conference on the Obersalzberg in the beginning 
of April, 1944, and do you remember what was said then regarding the 
difficulties in construction, what was told Hitler about these matters 
and what Hitler ordered? 

A ïcse At that time the Fuehrer had, I believe, asked for face 
torics, six of then, 100,000 squzre : ters in floor Space each, and 
protected from air raids, Speer also at a subsequent time =-= in April 
he was not theres he was sick-«but latcr Speer raised objections to this, 
He considered the extent of this construction work was much too large 


and also much too belated. Later he jr essed through the order that all 


buildings that weren't usable in July 19h, that those that could not 


be put into practical use should from that time on be abandonede 
mw) 
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Q As regards the worker question, in this discussicn at the 
Obersalzberg, did th: Fuchrer point out where we could find the working 

force to build these factories that he wanted? 

A Yese I believe I recall that on the objection of one 
of the people there, he would take care of the working forces to build 
those factories. 

Q You said, Mre Witness, that Speer was against this construction. 


How did things develop from then on? Speer was not present then? 


A No, he was mwt there, 
g Can you tell us briefly just what took place? 


a= During his sickness applications reached the Fuehrer from 

other sides that this construction should be separated from Speer's functicne 
Diffioltics arose, since theoretically this construction was under 

Speer's command and could not be withdrawn from his purview altogether. 

He had himself no further influence, 

Then the construction department of the 0.Te wes associated 
directly with the Puchrer, md Speer was Subsequently climinated.e One 
was speaking at that time a grcat deal of large scale construction, that 
there was no working force available fcr such constructions 

a) Did Hitler direct a written order te Herr Dorsch regarding 
Speer's connection with this? 

i äs far as I can recall, such 2written order did exist and 
also was sent to Speer. I recall rather vaguely that Speer once showed 
me such an order. 

9 Onelast qw stion on this matter. ccording to that, then, 
Herr Dorsch tock over the responsibility for these œ nstruction works 
that wercimmeciately ordered by the Fuchrere 

A Yese 

Q an you tell me whether this planning was justified, from the 
point of view of the available German working forces available and the 
possibilities of signing up this work? Was there any such decision? 


A The Central Planning was only there for the distributicn of 


raw material and also to bring a certain order into all questions of 
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transportation, independent of the shortage of tie war materials. On the 
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question of the availability of working forces it had vw command authority. 
Also, the distribution of workers was influenced in part by the Central 
Planning Board, since the armaments industry could see what was 
necessary in each regarde But great difficulties arose so thet practically 
this work had to be abandoned by the Central Planning Committee. 

Q So decisions were net reachede We have heard affidavits 
stating that there were workers problems in the Central Planning. 

ak The armaments offices that werehere concerned had a great 
interest in this, There were other questions alsc, the question of 


accommodations, as well as other matters, 

A One last question on this pointe Was the General Plenipotentiary 
for Labor for the Arbeitscingatz in any way definitive in the antirs 
planning of the distribution of the working forces? 

da NO è 

2 Were there in the years 1943 or 19): available work reserves? 
When did Speer demand these reserve work forces, or did he? 

Í Yes; Spcer was very anxious that the available German work 
reserves should be included in the whole economic structure, if possible 
female workers, women from professions, who, other than their house» 


hold cuties had nothing to do. 
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Q Witness, you said before that Speer was sick in April 19h. 


Could you tell us something about tiot? 

A The sickness began in February and lasted until about June. 

Q Do you know anything about the fact that this sickness w2s used 
to limit Speer's influence and who would have been interested in such 
mtters? 

å The limitation took place in the above mentioned construction. 
It is so hard to name all of those that might have had something to do 
to limit Speer's powere 

Q Did that have anything tc i. with the 20th of July, the assasssina- 
ticn day? 

A Speer's position was difficult. It was Speer's total attitude 
that became different more and moreirom that of the Fuehrere 

Q May I ask you to turn now to something else. In Februery 19h, 
through an order of Hitler, Speer was transferred to the Truck Department, 
and, if I am correctly informed, he vas named as his representatives 
Could you tell us to wht extent arma ient depends on the transportation 
Situation? 

is The transportation situation had been so burtally attacked by 
Allied airmen that armament goods and also other goods could not be 
transported, particularly ercat factories in the Ruhrgebeit could not 
transport their goods to the middle area and Berlin. Extraorcinary 
measures were taken in this regard and begun so that total collapse 
could be avoided in the field of trensportation. “hat was the general 
situaticne 

Q And was Speereeon the basis of his commissi n, would he make 
special arrangements to transport ar aments other than other things? 

À Noe The entire armament industry could produce nothing more 
than it was already producing at this timee He laid main emphasis on 
food for the populaticn, not on armanents; also on the removal of food 
fromthcse German territories that woud be lost to the enemy e 

Q Were these measures toassure the present food supply or did they 
have a larger importance? 


A These were measures to assure that the largest possible amounts 


that were there could be assured and transported. A particularly 
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cifficult matter at that time w2s the question of truck trrnsportatione 
Q Was the number cf trucks and the amount -f gasoline limited, 
and what did Speer do regarding trucks in the middle of February 192? 
Å I know that the trucks were so few for the armament industry 
that they cidn't suffice; also substitutes had to be found, electrical 
machines and even honses, etce Here, too, so far as I knw, Speer used 
this means cf transportation for the German populaticn to distribute 


food and to make that distribution possible. 


9 This was one of the min bottlerecks? 
A Yes, it was the main bottleneck. 
Q Did you know, witness, whether Speer since Feburary, 195, 


undertook the repair of the oxygen works that made fuel, whether he put 
this on a secondary level? 

l Yes. I know, because Sper discussed it with me vory extensively-- 
the question of wat--since collapse wes imminent and inevitablee=what was 
most needed to be donee His opinion was that the only thing to do was 
to help the German people as much as possible in orver to make the very 
difficult times that would follow the war, 2s easy as possiblee There 
WAS, on the cne hand, the question of food, of housing, of transportation 
of food and its distribution; subsequently, prevention of the cestruction 
of all Geiman factories thab were still in cur hands, contrary to the 
orcers Hitler issued on the "scorchethe=earth" policy. lhirdly, commission 
of tne industry with peace other than war production, to the cxtent that 
those factories still stood at all: of production, of agricultural 
maeninesS, of replacement parts for such machines and such matters. Once 
these orcers were turned in, they would have repercussions for instance, 
if the fretory came into enemy hands or, if after the conclusion of the 
war, the war orders were cutomatically cancelled by the Governmente 

Q Witness, I shculd like to ask you only one more thinge Can 
you give us more details regarding the prevention of destructicn-~ 

THE PRESIDENT: Dr, Flaechsner, will you explain to me why this 
evidence that you are calling now is relevant and to what charge it is 


relevant? 


DRe FL.ECHSNER: Mre President, the Defendant Speer is charged with 


the common conspiracy and with the common planning and waging of an 
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a -fressive war untilthe 7th of May 19454 If I can demonstrate that, 
at last, for a considerable time before hand, the Defendant Speer was 
active in a way that hag nthing to œ with this conspiracy or planning, 
then I belicve that this is important for the judgement to what extent 
he can be charged as to the Indictmente 

THE PRESIDENT: All the evidence that you have been giving for the 
last fifteen minutes was related to 193 and 19ik, and is related to con- 
ferences with reference to the erecti n of factories for the production 
af bombers and the fact that, as far as I have wmderstocd it, the fact 
that Speer was engaced more on attempting to feed the German people than 
to build armament factories. What that has to do with it, I haven't any 
iceae 

DRe FLIECHSNER: The first point related to a Document 58h—PS, in 
which the prosecution susritted a charge against my client, and it is 


stated that in a conference at Obersalzberg, the construction of pare 
ticular factories was ordered and that for this construction, several 
hundred thousand Jews were usede I should like to establish that the 
Defendant Sreer did not have any responsibility for this constructi n, 
Since Hitler gave this comission for this construction cirectly to some- 
one elses This point that the prosecuti.n has submitted in supsort of 
its case e-uld thereby be eliminated. That wasthe point of my first 
questions, Now, the point of my second question, the purpose cf my second 
question regarding Speer's effort to increase agrioultural works is rco- 
lated to Speer, for all these activities which the witness has testified 
to, have exactly the opposite effect from that which the prosecution 
charges the defendant withe They did not serve war econ MY a 

THE PRESIDENT: There is no charge against Speer on the ground that 
ne attempted to feed the German people turin the ware The prosecution 


haven't laid that against him as a chargee Now, it is Sinply a waste of 


DRe FIAECHSNER: Mre. President, I never said thst the prosecution 
raised this charge against hine There must be some mistakee 
BY DR. FLAECHSNER 


3 I have one last question, witness, Can you tell us something 


<~ 


about the extent to which the Fuehrer pave reports -n the extent of 
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sericus damaze? 


A He gave him such reports and peinted them cut again and againe 





DR. FLAECHSNER: I thank youe 
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d BY DR. ROBERT SERVATIUS: (Counsel for the defendant Sauckel) 
; Q The Central Panel was concerned with workers! plan, was it not? 
A Yese 
; Q From the need for workers? 


> 


And after that they took the factory industry, and reported through 
the worxers dockete This is in the armament industry alsoe 

Q May I interruptyoue After the need was established, for what purpose 
was this nced determined? 


A It became how many workers there were, or lacking, and how many 


they could have for worke 


Q Did this not take place when they demanded workers for work? 

A The demand came from the industry in which was submitted the demand 
to Sauckel, who was told that such an industry could not expect such work in 
the amount of work that they were entitled to makee 

Q Do you know the total number? 

A No, I think that I mentioned the total number as they were assembled 
by the offices of the administration of Seuckecl. 

Q But as to. conducting the necd, Sauckel had that prorated? 

A That was proratede 

Q What was the job of the Central Panel regarding this question? 

À dt had to take care of the distribution of raw material, and also 
had to do with their production. 

Q Iam not asking about that of raw material, but about the workers? 

A You are missing what I said before, as on direct examination I 
brought that upe 

Q Of raw material? 

\ The raw material had to be found, and in order to find it the 
workers had to be used, For example, in mining, or in the aluminium factorii 
Q ay I interrupt yous It is clear that men were needed for producti 
I know, but I am asking you about the workers, and in the final determining 
part that was necessarye 

À The industry made the demand, and Sauckel made the decision on the 


` 


basis of what he should provide, and as the time became less, and ran on =-=- 
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independant, or did the Fuchrer have something to 
do with the decisions? 
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i DO ar as i know the Fuchrer had a great deal to do in this mattor: 


often it was his decision, and I noticed that Sauckel often conferred with 


A Ham aee 


‘ Art e. bi > 
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, hat about conferences on the question regarding the workers, that 
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question take placc? 
T o~ ava +- , ~ 4 a” = < ~ p” M4 
i Os not on that question, but there were conferences on this matter 


Ae S| +. lL, - ~ haan a ya osu 4 i . t 3 on 3 
win tne Fuehrer, and these conferences which were with the Fuehrer on the 


PAS P ya ~ - > r mepe _ -p . 
workers question was very shorte He did not want to teke up these matters 
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Q How was the Fuehrer's FoureYcar Plan concerned in this? 

ji ‘Ti - 3 T~ p ` ae _ 7 ô r 
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THE PRESIDENT: Mre Witness, it seems like you have seen that light go 
on three times. Will you kindly observe it. You have scen that light go 
on thrce times, will you kindly observe it, and go slower when that light 
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DRe SERVATIUS: I have no further questi onse 
DIRECT Bii IN ATION 
BY DR. HER “NN JAHRREISS: ( Counsel for the defendant Jodl). 


Q ur, .itness, did you take part in the maneuvers of the Wehrmacht in 


i I believe S0, yoSe 


Q Do you remember whether at that tine there were also foreign officers 


A Yes, I know there was a large British Delegation under a General 
who became later Governor of Gibraltare 
he General +ronside? 
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i No, my menory is not quite clear, but of the British officials, I 
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Q ‘Now, do you know, ifr. Jitness, that 
element of armaments were shown to the foreien officers? 

A Yes, also in action. Of course, only ^ction was shown, with the 
exception of the demonstration of the new airpien., which was not uscd for 
action, that was just show. 
£) Do you know whether that exhibit also, «hat is of Germany, wncther 
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that demonstrated to the foreign power our measure of arname nts? 
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However, I 


no you remember the conflict in the 
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caused by that question? 

A 16Se 

Q in the re-occipation of Rhineland, on the left side, did the airforce 
take nart? 

[That I gannot say at the moment. I cannot answer The re-occupation 

of ihineland came so suddenly tia © surprised me while I was on a vacation, 
hen L returned, it was all cne vaye I know this as when Duesseldorf ras 
occupied als 7 the airforce. I was there myself only the next CV e 

Q That is on the right side of the Rhine? 

A TE ~ 

4k wh. W? bad any 

Q On the left side, you do not know about? 

1 No, I could net say for the mente I do not believe there was any 
airfield, but I cannot remenbder thai exactly 
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the decision had been made; that the person which 
been informed to put it in readiness for the 
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A Yes, b.cause othervise I would not have taken the leave. 
` 
() nd how fa tir FIn ea erisd date AP ARA ++ pa i. 
} Na now lar was the neriod date before the occupation? 
A That hud been fourteen or fifteen, about sixteen days, 


k i PA gay mep 
che mayimi 


Q One more questione On Fr iday you had told us somethinz 
participation cf the air forco in the mi litary part of the exec 
anschluss policy of1938. rom then on then did the prep 


The d 


TOY 


eration start, 


about the 


~ m bi. 
i OL Ch 


the 


A preparation dated less than fortvecight hours backe T can say 
that preciselv. 

Q Were you informed for the first tine that onere was a military 
preparation in that solution how Jone? 

A About thirt-six hours before the Haroche 

DRe JAHRREISS: Thank voue 

DIRECT EXWUIINATICN 

BY DR. KURT KAUFFMANN: (Counsel r the defendant Kaltenbrunner I am Br, 
Kauffmann e 

MHE PRESIDE: For whome You are Dre Mauffran » and for whom? 

Die KAUPSYANNs For the defendant Kaltenbrunner. 

2 Mr. Witness, is it correct that in the way oi orders, or in the 
way of channels, you had hothing to do with +h Gestapo, cr of the concentra 
amps? 

1 Noy I rover he nyth i to do with them 

} cn did you or were you informed the first time about the fac 
of concentration enws? 

A By the gerersl publication in 1933, I found out that one concentratior 
camp had becn installed. 

In the courso of the f ollowins years did you t further information 

about other instaliaticns of that kind? 

\ ntil the cnd of the war it was khomm to me tnat T kner about Dachau 
nd Oranicenburse Of other concentrati canys - a not kno iything. 

nave seen the camp of Dachau in 1935, and I visited it with a few higher 
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officers of the air force, and néver at any other concentration camp, I have 
not seen and I have nowknown anything about what happened there. 

Q How was it at the time wien you visited Dacha. What was your 
impression about that installation, and the treatment of the prisoners, and 
so on? 

A At that timrso much was ddbated, so much was discussed about this 
question in Germany on that subject, that I decided to get the information 
first hand myself, and that dalino vee approved by Hitler without any 
difficulty —- by Himmler. At the time I believe there existed only Dachau. 

I found there that there were groups of inmates, one group where there were 
criminals, and another group consisted of people who committed the same crimes 
of less cffense where you could call them not criminals, they were minor 
crimese Then there was a group that consisted of, but without every reason, 
war patientse I saw one person there whom I knew there before, he was, I thin 
an SA leader, and he was in the campe The camp was clean. Militarily 
organizede They had their own slaughter houses; their own bakery, we saw 
that, and, they gave us food which had been used, and we demanded the things 
which the people ate in the camp at the time. I t was goode And by leading 
persons in the camp we were told that for some prisoners could get better 
food because they had had hard worke All prisoners to whom we spoke 
mentioned the reasons wh, they were in camps. Freqently men would tell us 
twenty times that they committed “raud, and so forthe “hether they 


showed us everything in that large complex, that I could not say, of coursee 
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Q You just spoke about the fact that among officers there were debates 
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and discussions going on. Did you, at any later time when you returned, 
convey your impressions about Dachau? 

À Hardly. Only in so far as I was asked questions by my close comrades, 
As I said, I was not alone, There were several other gentlemen, and in a 
smaller circle, of course, t here was an opportunity to speak about it, 

Q. In these concentration camps, cruelties, atrocities, have been 
committed. When did you f. ind out about that for the first time? 

Ae On the day of my capt ivity, When I was captured I got the first 
impression, because there was a small camp that was evacuated and passed us, 
and it was the first personal impression which I received. All the rest I 
found out later in captivity from various evidences which we were shown, 

AM So you did not know at all that in G ermany and in occupied territo- 
ries there were more than two hundred concentration camps? 

Ae I did not know anything about that. I mentioned the two before of 
whose existence I knew, 

Qe Now, one could say against that that one had to know, Can you give us 
an explanation as to why better knowledge about the real conditions was not 
accessible to you? 


Ae Because the people who knew about it did not talx about it and did 


not dare t o talk abonas 14. T hat I take from one viece of evidence in the 
hands of the Progecution aszaiset tne General Staff, where, also, Himmler 
was considered 1 high military Leader, and wnere he gave that order, It deals 


with a meeting of higher police Leaders under Himmier; I believe in 1943. 

Q. Is it correct then if I say that every attempt to find out about the 
true conditions of the concentration camps and to reveal the true conditions 
was impossible, unless whoever did it risked his life? 

A. First of all, I did not know anything about the large number of 
concentration camps, Second, we did not know anything that happened there, 

T here was a limited circle of people who knew about that, the SD. Besides 

all the people were very much afraid of the SD, and it was highly dangerous to 
move into that circle, meaning the SD. Besides, where should the individual 
G ermans find out about these things, if they could not see or hear it? 


In the German press nothing was said about that; in the German broadcasting 
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or radio, nothing was said about that; to listen to encmy broadcasts was 
forbidden by the death penalty in most cases. Nobody was ever alone. He 
always had to fear if he wanted to do anything against that order that 
other people would listen also’and denounce him. I know that a large number 
of people in Germany were condemned to death for listcning to foreign radio 
stations, 

Qe Did it come to your knowledge that mass deportations of Jews took 
place into the eastern territories, and when for the first time? 

ive I cannot say the exact date, Once, I don't know in which way, 
receiv ed the information that Jews were settled in special ghetto cities in 
the Fast. I believe it must have been 1944, but I cannot guarantee that date, 


Q. You just spoke about ghettos. Did you know that these mass deport- 


019 


Qe liay I ask you, furthermore, whether in this connection you knew about 











at ions were only the first step to mass execut ion? M 
H0080 


Ae No, That has never been told, 


the camp of Auschwitz? 
Ae No. I have heard much later about that after I had been captured and 


imprisoned. 


Qe In @he East there were so-called "einsatz kommando", speciai commands, 


which ca rried on a tremendous destruction and annihilation of Jews, Do you 
have any knowledge that such einsatz kommandos were established on the basis 
of an order by Adolf Hitler? 

Ae No. T he first that I have heard about these cinsatz kommandos I 
heard here in Nurnberg in prison. 

Qa Do you idà that a special action to annihil«te Jewish citizens took 
place or was carried out in the southeast of the Reici:, and, according to 
information by the respective leader, Eichmann, about four to five million 
Jews wor c@& @ictims? 

‘ie No. @ Know nothing about that, and this is the first t ime that I 
h ave hear@ $he name Fichmann, 

Q. Is it copmect if I assume that in G ermany, under the absolute leadershi} 
state(F UCM yit), each protest against an order was connected wit h 
danger for life? 


Ae Yese 
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Qe Is it furthermore correct if I assume the same consequences would 
have occurred if the man who received the order would have protested, even 
against an immoral and illegal order? 

Ae I believe that he would have to count with that punishment, not only 
h e himself, but also his relatives, 

DR. KAUFFMANN: T hankyou; I have no more questions, 
BY DR. SIEFRS (Counsel for Defendant Reeder): 

Q. Witness, I have only a short question. You told us Friday that you 
had conversations with the British delegation. This British group was led by 
Vice-Marshal Courtney. I would like to know fron you whether, in the course 
of these discussions, an agreement was made that the Gernon and the British 
officers would inform each other about the plans of establishment in the air 
forces? 

Ae Yes, that is correct, 

Qs In which form was t hat agreement taken? 

tie There was a writt on statement, 

Q. Did the Brit ish or the G erman air force have plans for each year? 
fe No. T hat went for over more than one year. 

Qe Over how many years at that time, in 1937, did that plan extend? 

Ae I cannot say that off-hand at the moment. Maybe two or three years, 

Q. T hat would be for the years 1938 until 1940? 

Ae 1937 ,1938, 1939, and 1940, But I cannot say that preciscly, I have 
forgotten, 

Qe and this plan, did that have a particular technical designation? 

the I could not say that. We have generally spoken about aufstellungs- 
vorhaben (plans for establishing units), 

Qe «and on the British side, these plans were in the same form that they 
extended over a cert ain t ime, letts say, three years? 

the I believe that the times were about the Same. 

DR SIERS: Thankyou, 
THE PRESIDENT : Does the Prosecution now wish to cross examine? Mr 
Justice Jackson, I am sorry to have called you up. Perhaps it would be con- 


venient to adjourn now for ten minutes, 


( A recess was taken ) 
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CROSS=EXAMIN.ATION 
BY i)R. JUSTICE JACKSON: 
Q Witness, you are a prisoner of war of the United States at the 


nt time? 


er 
ry 
@ 
uy 
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A No, I am not a prisoner of war of the United Statese I was a 
British prisoner of war and since I have been here I have been declared 
an interneee I do not know what that is, At any rate it is not in 
accord with a prisoner of war wh falls into the hancs of the enemy before 
the end of hostilitiese 

Q You have been allowed to confer with counsel, both wrile this 
trial was in progress and =æ 

‘A With some of the defendants! counsel I have been able to speak, 
not with all of them. But I assume that the other defendants! counsel 
did not desire ite 
X} Now, we will save a great deal of time if you will answer any 
questi ns as briefly 2s possible and answer yes or no. You have been 
allowed to prepare and keep and bring to the Court notes, after your 
consultations with counsel? 

THE PRESIDENT: answer please 

A The notes which I hac with me were male. by myself before I spoke 
with cefencants' counsele 

a) You have mace none of the notes since ycur consultations with 


counse 1? 


A One note I-made about one conference. That was only a date 
mentioned to me anc which I could not have remembered by hearte 
< 
Q And you occupied a very high pesition in the German Air Force? 
Å I was General Inspectore 
9 You frequently attended conferences on behalf of Goering? 
A On behalf of Goering, very rarely. 
a) Do you now deny you attended conferences on behalf of Goering 


frequently? 
A No, I do not deny it but to some of these meetings I was ordered 
to attend on account of my office. «as a substitute for Goering, very 


rarely, because he usually was there himself. 
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Q You had a very large part in builcing up the Luftwaffe, did you 
not? 

A YeSe 

Q And you were honored for that, were you not, in 191, by the 


Hitler regime? 


A '4l--no, I believe you mean, Mr. Justice, in 190, 
Q 194,0--well, perhaps I'm wronge 

B You mean the promotion to Field Marshal? 

Q When was your promction to Field Marshal? 


A On the 19 of July 19h0. 

Q And did you not receive a gift from the Hitler regime in 
recognition of your services? 

A In 1942 at theevent of my fiftieth birthday I received a recoge 
nitions 

Q ånd the recognition was in the form of cash, wasn't it? 

A Yes, it was a cash recognition cut of which I coule buy an 


es t At S o 


Q And what dic it consist of? 
A The money amvunted to 250,000 marks. 
a and now you come here to testify, as I wncerstand your testinony, 


that the regime, of which you were a part, put Germany into a war fo 
which it was in no way preparecde Do I uncerstane you correctly? 

A It is correct insofar as that Germany came into a war in 1939 
for which it was not prepared as far as the Air Force was concernede 

Q Did the Head of the Air Force give any warning of that fact to 
the German people? 

å I could not say thate I do not believe he culd do that e 

Q- You do not know that he ever did do it, do you? 

A I cannot remember that he ever gave such a warning tc the people 


publicly. I should like to assume that the warning was given to the 
ji ; f ; 


military officer above him. 


Q What officer would be above him? 
A That was the leader, the Fuehrer, Adolf Hitler. As a soldier 


‘the Reichsmarshal could not appeal to the public. 
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Q Now, can you point to any time, at any mecting of the High 
Command or at any other meeting that the Fuehrer called, that Reichsmarshal 
Gocring raised the questicn that Germany was not prepared for war, in 
the presence of any of these people? 

A I cannot remember such a conference because such conferences 
were held -nly between the two people concerned. The Reichsmarshal 
has never reported to the Fuehrer before the public or before a large 
number of his offices end he has never protested to him publicly because 
Hitler wuld not have tolerated such oprositione 

Q Do you knew of any cecasicn when any one of the defendants in 
the box ever tock a public position against going to war? 

A Publicly no, I cannot remember. But + should like to believe 


also for the personalities whe are now accused the war came as a surprise. 


Q tou would like to believe that? 

A I believe it, yeSe 

Q How long did it take the German forces to conquer Poland? 

Ly Pardon == to conquer Poland I believe eighteen cays. 

3 Eighteen daysSe How long cic it take to drive England off the 


continent, including the disaster of Dunkirk? 


A I believe six weekse 

Q How long did it take to overrun Holland and Belgium? 

A i few dayse 

X How lone cid it take to overrun France and take Paris? 

i Entirely--about two monthse 

Q And how long dic it take to overrun Denmark and to take pose 


session of Norway? 

A also a short timee Denmark very short because Denmark gave 
in immediately and for Nomway a few weekse 

Q and you testify that you want this Tribunal to understand you, 
as an officer, as saying that therc was no preparation known to the 


officers in advance of those m-vements? Js that ycur testimony as an 


officer? 
A Pardon, I have not understoode 
S610 
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fou testified that those were all surprise movements to the 


You were surprised at every one of them, you 


Surprised=-I saic of the beginning of the war because at first 


cther thinrts came later anc were 


1e 


eparations for this ware 
well now, relative to Poland, you do not deny that Germany 
war wih Poland, do you? 


The supplies -f Germany compared to Polanc were large encughe 


What I considered by saying preparedness for war when I testific", means 


for the cxtent of a world war. 


at Germany was not prepared in 1939. 


Q “ut she was prepared for the cmpaign that she initiated, was 


I woulc 


4i 


e 
as 


armament every 


to Poland it was alerted and was 


not like to Say it that way e 


cther nation that has 


Of ccurse there was 


+ 


` -I "9 na e 
an ns it anc with rezard 


su ficiently large emen thourh it 


Surprisec. us to crush Poland. 

Q Would you questi-n or deny that relative to the other powers on 
thecontinent of Europe, Germany was the best prepared for war on the 
first cay of September, 1939? 

A I believe that as such the British áir Force at that time was 
strourser than the German, 

Q I asked you in reference to the continental powers. Do vou 
Question that Germany was for batter prepared for war than any of her 
immediate neishbors? 

is I am convinced thac France and Poland with remect to their 
forces were just as well prepared as Germany They had the advantaze 
of longer work in that field, which in Germeny coul only start five 
years before the outbreak of the war, 

-Q “hen did you first meet Hermann Goering? 

à I believe in the year 1928, 


Q 


What was he then, what 


å He was then a member of 
Q What were you doing? 


os 
4 


sition did he hold? 


the Reichstage 
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i. I was then the chief of the German Lufthansa, a civil transport 
agency e 
Did you have some discussions with Hermann Goering at 2bout 
that time as to what would be done with air forces if the Nazi Party 
came to power? 

a At that carly time, noe 

Q When cid you first discuss that with Goering? 

u 

ià About this question I believe Goering spoke to me in 1932, 
There existed a plan te take over the government in 1932. One believed 
that at that time already the other parties would form a' coalition with 
the Nati nal Socialists and at that occasion I believe Goering had talked 
about the possibility that if a government would be in power, of which 
the National Socialists would be a part, there would be a chance that 


Germany would become "Wehrfaehig", that is, able to fight. 


2 Following that you became a member of the Nazi Party, did you 
not? 
h after 1933 I joined the Party, and later on I became an officer, 


and then this fact did not count any longere 
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Q And you wai ted util after they won to join? 


he Yes. 


2 Do you recall a conversation that you had with Hermann Goering on 
the 28th of January 1933? 


<> 


%9 


Q And where did that take place 

A In my own apartment. 

Q Did he call upon you? 

A No, that eventing I had guests in my house and he came suddenly 
because he wanted to talk to me very urgently. 

Q And will you relate to the Tribunal the conversation that you md 
with Goering at that timee 

A He told me that now, withal. the other parties in question, an 
agreement had been made which foresaw a common government with National 
Socialists; Reichspresident von Hindenberg now agreed to appoint Adolph 
Hitler as Chancellor in this government, 

He, Goering, asked me whether I would be ready to take over an air force 
ministry which should be founded, Only for the reason that I did not want to 
leave the Lufthansa, I named two other persons in my place. Goering refused 
and insisted that I should place my cooperation at his disposal, 

Q Did you agree to do so? 

à I told him I would think it over, and I made it dependent on the 
circumstances of Hitler's insisting on ite 

Q Well, what did Hitler do? 

4 I accepted on the 30th, after Hitler told me again that on account of 
my technical knowledge and ability in the field of aviation he considered it 
necessary e 

Q So, on the day that the Nazi Party came to power, you took over the 
task of building a Nazi air force, did you not? 

A No, not the air force. First, there was only the question of 
organizing various ficlds of aviation, There was the civil aviation transport, 
and the transport schools, fliers! schools, the weather service, and the 


various research institutes, I bolicve that that covers the entire field of 


aviation, not air force, at that time, 


5613 








eco ro 


Q Perhaps, I will say, you took over the task of making Germany 
> preeminent in the aire 
A No, one cannot == 


Q Tell us what you did, what your object was in taking over this new 


A To develop air transport, aviation and everything that belongs to ite 
That was the task in generales 

Q You made visits then to France and England and returned and reported to 
Hitler personally, did you not? 

A YeSe 

Q When you returned from Ingland, did you warn Hitler against the 
activitics of Ribbentrop? 

A YeSe 

Q What did you tell Hitler about the activities of Ribbentrop in England? 
A That in England I had gained the impression that von Ribbentrop was 
not persona grata, was not a liked persone 


G 
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Q Now, when you were interrogated before, didn't you state after your 


capture that you told Hitler that if he didn't got rid of Ribbentrop soon he 
was going to have trouble with England? Isn't that what youtold Hitler i 
substance? 

A I cannot renenber the exact wordse 

Q But the sense of it? 


A It was my opinion that another man should 


to further the desire which Hitler often expressed about England in his 
policies, to realize that, 
Q Before you talked with Hitler about that, you had discussed it with 
Goering, had you not? 
A With whom? 
Q Goering. 
A About what? 
Q About Ribbentrop. 
A No, I did not discuss that question with the Reichsmarshal. 
Q There came a time when some engineers Were sent to Russia, were they 


not, to inspect the air construction there, factories, facilities, and that 


sort of thing? S561), 
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A Yes, that is correcte 

Q This was a group of enginecrs, and you had something to do with 
sending them there, did you not? 

A No, I had nothing to do with that groupe åt that time I had nothing 
to do with technical researche 

Q Under whose commend were they? 

A — Under Colonel General Udet, and he was under tne Rei chsmarshal.e 

Q When they cane back, you learned that they had reported that Russia 
had greater capacity for building airplane engines than all six of the German 
factories, did you not? 

A Yes, that is correcte 

Q What order did Goering give about that information being made 

vailable, even to the Fuchrer? 

A Goering did not believe that information at that time, I know that 
from the words of Colonel General Udete 

Q Is it not a fact that you stated to the interrogator before that 
Goering called thom defeatists and forbade them to repeat that information to 
any person, and threatened them with concentration camps if they repeated 
that information? Did you say that or didn ù youe 

A No, I comot say that it was so far reaching. 

Q You put it in your form now and tell us just. what was said by 
Goering on that subjecte 

A At a considerably later date, when it was the question of American 
armanent figures, the Reichsmarshal told me once, "Now, you also are going to 
be 2 dcfeatist and believe these lerge figurese" I told him then that I did 
indeed believe these figures, but at that timo that had nothing to do with 

the Russian affaire 

Q Were those Russian figures ever reported to Hitler, or to the 
Reichstag or in any way made public to the German people? 

A The Russian figures? That I could not say, I had hothing to do wit 
that questione The American figures were presented to Hitler, I am sure, but 
Hitler did not believe theme 

Q You testified on Friday, I believe, that you knew that the commence= 


ment of the war with Russia.would end with the annihilation of Germany. I 


remind you of that, and that is correct, is it not? 
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à Not with the destruction, the annihilation, but with defeat, 

Q Well, you wont to Reichsmarshal Goering to protest against the 
entrance into the Russian war, is that right? 


p.Y Xese 


Q And did Goering agree with you thab it would end with the defeat of 


A No, he did not agree, With “espect to his relation to Hitler, he hac 
to be very cautious in his statementse I told him abcut the reasons, the 
difficulties for Germany, end he nodded, and I had the impression from his words 
that he had tried the same objectior ns with Hitler, that he had presented the 
same arguments to Hitler without success, 

Q In other words, he agreed with you thet it would end in the defeat of 
Germany, but he didn't want it said to H;tler, is that right? 

à No, I camot say that that is so, Tak was my conclusion, that it 
would end in defeat for Germany, Ile gust agree that this war had to be 
avoided at any rate, and that it would be a misfortune for Germanye In that 
connection, the word "defeat" was not mentioned by hime 

Q Was it montioned by you? 

A I mentioned that that would be the defeat of G zermany, to start a two 
front war with an adversary as strong as Russia. 

Q And didhe disagree with you cbout that? Did he take issue with you 
about that? 

A No, we did not argue about ite He only declared himself opposed to 
Unga ing any further step because he considered it impossible, and it would 
onies the impression with Hitler that the Air Force were cefeatists. 

4 And you didn Nt atter pt any further to convey the information on which 
you thought Germany would be defeated if she entercd war with Russia to 
Hitler or to any other officer of the High Command? 

4 That was impossible for meg TI could not do anything against the order 
of my superi Le 

Q The Rotuhenarshal? 

A The Reichsnarsh al, ote 

Q And so far as you know, he never conveyed that information, after 


in di sastor? 
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A I had the impression that he had discussed that previously with 
Hitler, but that in so doing he had no chance to succeed becanse that was 
impossible with Hitlers 
Q But you had been abroad for Hitler and reported to him and he 
apparently had confidence in you, and I am asking you if Hermann Goering ever 
reported to Hitler that you, out of your information, felt that it was a 
disaster to go into that war, 
A My trips were not made on order of Hitler, but upon invitation of 
the foreign Government to the German Air Force, ordered by the Reichsmarshal. 
With regard to the importance of these trips, and the political words which 
have been mentioned, although I was told that I had nothing to do with that as 
a soldier, I thought that I had to transmit to Hitler my impressions 
Q Did Goering direct you to do that? 
A To go to Hitler? Yese I believe that Goering had told Hitler and 
Hitler ordered me to comes I did not say myself, "I am going to Hitler now," 
I received an order from hime | 
Q And did he send you to Hitler until he knew what you Were going to 
report? ; 
A No, he = 
Q Then he did know? 
A He himself had no knowledge, He had no time to receive me. 
Q Goering had no time to receive you? 
A No, Goering had many other things to do at that tine and he did not 
like to have anyth ing to do with these things. . 
Q So he left that to Hitler who wasn't busy, I take it. Is that true? 
A Hitler had an interest in it. 
Q I think you told us in the interrogations that Goering was not very 
industrious, is that correct? p 
A I would not like to answer that question. 
Q tI withdraw it. I t wasn't a kindly questioh to begin with, 
When you found that Germany was going into a war vhich you, as an 
informed officer, considered a disaster, did you resign? 
A Resign what? 


Q Resign your commission as an officer or take any other steps to step 


out? 5617 
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A No, that was absolutely impossible, and it was ordered by special 
$ order that that could not be donce 


Q And who gave that order? 
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A Hitler himself, 

Q Nowyyou said you had experienced this yourself, 

A Not for my case personally, but generally he gave that order. 

Q You said Friday that you experienced it yourself, that you could not 
resigne 

A One could not withdraw, one could not resign, no. 

~ Did you try it at any time? 

4 I asked to resign several times, in peace-time, but it was not granted 
for the reason that I did not have the right to ask for it, but I would be 
told from above when I had to gO e 

3 Did you not-= 

A (Interposing): During the war I never asked, because during the war, 
as a soldier, I could not ask for it. 

Q Did you not have some talk with Goering at one time about retiring fro 
your position, in which he not only forbad you ‘to leave, but also told you 
there would be no use in feigning ill-health? 

A Yes. That is to say, there was no possibility of excusing oneself 
in this way when one was not really sick. The use had been that if one 
retired, one gave as a reason ill health; that was no longer possible, 

Q And he did suggest to you, in that discussion, one way out, did he not 

A No, he did not suggest any, but I Suggested a way. 

Q What did you suggest? What talk did you have about suicide? Did 
Goering tell you that the only way you could get out was to commit suicide? 

A That would have been the only possibility of getting out. 


Q Did Goering tell you that? 


> 


No, I said that, he did not, 

Q And he didn't disagree with you, I take it. 

A No, he did not particularly want me to do that. 

Q Nay you have the regulations with you which you say were printed for t 
information of every soldier about international law and regulations? Do you 


have them with you this morning? 


A I have them with me; that is, in my pay-book, like every soldier's 


pay#book. 5619 
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2% You gave us a little information about that, but I would like you to 
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get that out and give us exactly the text of those instructions or 
regulations which you say reflect international law as you understood it. 

A I shall read that nowe 

Q Not too fast. 

H NOs 

"The Ten Commandments for the Warfare of the German Soldier, 

"le The German soldier fights gallantly for the victory of his nation 
or of his people, Atrocities and needless destruction ars below his 
dignity. 

"2. The fighter has to be in uniform or have a visible designation. 

To fight in civilian clothes without such a designation is forbidden. 

"3. No enemy can be killed who gives up, not even a partisan or a spy. 
These will be brought to punishment by the courts. 

"4e Prisoners of war cannot be maltreated or insulted. Weapons, plans 
and notes should be taken from them. Of their property, nothing can be taken. 
"5. Dum-duin shells are prohibited. Shells may not be changed into 

such. 

"6. The Red Cross is inviolable, Injured enemies are to be treated 
humanelye Medics and chaplains are permitted to perform their functions 
anc. are not to be disturbed, 

"Ye Civilian populations should not be injured. The soldier is not 
allowed to loot or to destroy. Historic monuments and buildings which are 
consecrated to religious services, art or charity are to be guarded. Service: 
by the civilian population can only be accepted if they are paid for and 
ordered by the superior officer, 

"8. Neutral territory may not be invaded or flown be or included in 
any way in the acts of warfare, 

"94 If a German soldier becomes a prisoner, he has to give his name and 
ranke Under no circunstances may he speak about his unit, about military, 
political or economic conditions on the German sidg. Neither by promises 


nor by threats may he be induced to do so. 


"10. Any action against these orders willbe tirnished. Actions of the 
5620 
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eneny against points from one to eight are to be reported. Reprisals can only 
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be taken upon orders by the higher commanders," 

Q Now that, as you understand it, is the military law conforming with 
international law whith was promulgated for the government of the troops in 
the field? 

A Yese 


* 


Q and you understcod, and it was generally understood in the German army 


* 


that that was international law, was it not? 

* That is to say, each soldier had to know that these were the German 
rules, because they were on the first sheet in his pay-book, which each 
soldier had to have and carry with him. They were pasted in. The soldier, 
of course, did not know that that meant international law. 


Q The higher commanders like yourself did, didn't you? 


Q That represented your understanding and interpretation of your duties 


and obligations as honorable men in combat? 


3 Now, Gid you participate in the activities of Hermann Goering in 
Collecting the art of France and other occupied territories? 

A Noe 

Q Did you participate in the removal of civilian populations for forced 

tt Noe 

Q You know that it was done, do you not? 

“4 I aid not know that the workers who came from foreigneountries were 
deported, but we were told that they came on the basis of voluntary recruite 
mente As to France, I knew that the Frenchmen themselves, from a certain 
tine, did not want to come any more, but that the French Government had given 
directives itself, 

Q Aside from that, then, you didn't know anything about involuntary 
or forced labor in Germany? Is that your testimony? 


A N Je 


Q Teil us what you did know about and what you did about it, 
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A I knew. that these ET had been cruited at that time, t.at they 
came voluntarily. I knew that many were satisfied, but as the German 
military situation became worse, anong these foreign workers -= and, as much 
as I heard, it was only to a small extent -- there were bad feelings. 

Q Yon have not yet--. 

A (Interposing} May I say also that in general we saw the reason in 
the fact that ‘the food for these people was not such as they wanted, There- 
fore, many officers tried, first of all the Ministry of Speer, to improve the 
living conditions of these people and to facilitate their condition, 

Q You have not yet answered my question. Did you know that forced 
labor was being brought frog; cccupied territories and compelled to work in 
Germany? Did you know that? Answer that "yes" or tmo," 

à I knew only that the Frenchmen were forced, at the end, by their own 
French Government, to come, 

® Did you know that prisoners of war were forced to work in the airplane 
industry, and were actually forced to man guns? Did you know that? 

A I have heard about it, 

Q And you heard about it from your fellow officers, did you not? 

& I do not knew at the goment from whom I heard it. There was an 
institution: wiiich was called "Hilfswillige." It was a recruitment, as much 
as I know, of volunteers among the prisoners of war, 

© and did you leam about =~ even if you didn't participate in it -= 
the plan for the collection of art from the occupied countries? 

& No, I did not know anything of this plan, Here i Nurnberg I was 
told about it by some witnesses. 

Q Now I want to ask-you some questions about certain exhibits. I refer 
to number 343-PS, United States Exhibit 463. I would like to have that 
exhibit shown to you, 

(A document was submitted to the witness) 

& These letters are Signed by myself and they are on my stationery. Th 
must have been drafted by the Sanitaetsinspektion, Medical Inspection, I do 
not remember the contents any more, as I said a few days ago, 


I only want to say that by the answers I meant that there should be no 
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difficulty between ourselves anc Himmler, For instance, I never read the 
Statement b; Dr. Rascher and Dr, Romberg. They were read by the Medical 
Inspection, 

Q I wiil get to that, 

4 So far as that is concerned, I was a sort of letter carrier for the 
Correspondence from the SS to our tiedical Inspection, 

Q When you testified on interrogation you had no recollection of these 
letters, but on Friday you testified that you made some alteration in one of 
them before it went out. Do you want to tell us what that alteration was? 

A Yese These letters were submitted*to me in part while I was 
interrogated, and that is hew I remember it, The changes which I made were 
only as to a questicn of politeness, with respect to the great sensitivity 
of lre Himmler. I do not believe it is in one of these letters where the 
change was made; I believe it was another letter. 

2 It was the other letter in which there was a change, number 167, 

A I believe so, yes. 

Q Now, on vour examination in your interrogation, you gave a reason why 
these were breveht to you for signature instead of being signed by the bureau 


Chiefs, Do you rasetber what that reason was? 
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å. Yes, I had the impression that the medical inspecter did not want te write 
his refusal himself to Himmler, because he was afraid, when Fimmler was to leave, 
because generally he wrote either to the Reichsmarshal er to myself, for one, bec- 
ause he did not know the organization of the air force, his field, because the med- 
ical inspector was not under me, 

Qe I understand frem your interregation that you gave as the reason why 
these letters were brought to yeu for signature, that your office was in fear of 
Himmler and didn't want to teke the respansibility of writing ə letter to him, is 
that right ? 

Ae Yet my oftice, but I believe the medical inspection did not want to get 
into a bad positien with Himmler, 

Q. I think you also said that the ¢fficials of that department were afraid 
of the SS, 

Ae Yes, that is what I wanted te Say, 

Qe Were they engaged in any illegal conduct er any activity against the 
Goverment ? 

Ae I did net auite get that. 

Qe Taose people who were afraid. 

Ae Who; the Scsnitactsinspektion 7? No 

Q. They were responsible officials desing their duty, as far as you know, is 
that right ? 

Ae Yes, Mr Justice. rere one has ts think abcut the conditions as they dee 
veloped duruing ihe wei , 

Q Teat is exact’ y wheat I want you to think about, and tell me about; Why 
were these people, performing their duty in a Goverment office, afraid of Himmler 
Ct She £S? tepals that. to Wes 

wo Not of the SS as such, but of the Secret Pulice. For none cf us was 
the pesiticn an easy cne, We were all convinced that we were under surveillance 
and regardless of what rank we had. I believe there was nobody abcut whom there 
were nct files kept, and hence many pe:ple, for that reason, were brought to trial. 
And the difficulties which arsse from this fact did not touch «nly these people, or 
myself, but went ail the way up t- the Reichsmarshal, who was also affected by it. 

Qe So that in you men, from the Reichsmarshal right dcwn tc the humblest 


citizen, there was fear cf Heinrich Himmler and his crgenizaticn ? 
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A Well, the amount of fear may have been different in the highest 
and lowest positions. Of course, it was in the least, but in the middle 
brackst it was much more difficult. But it was quite clear that the 
middle position criticised everything that happened and these criticisms 
were hot tolerated from above. 

Q I take it from your testimony that the reputation of the Gestapo 
was pretty well understood in Germany, 

a The last years of the war particularly SO, yese I could not say how 
far this was based on facts, but there was that fecling. 

2 Now, I think you also testified that some high military authorities did 
resigne I call your attention to your testimony in your interrogation by 
us, about von Fritseh and Beck. They resigned, didn't they? 

Aà Ney they did not resign. They were already cute 

Q They were thrown cut, is that it? 

& Yes, they were told they were not needed any more, 

Q I understood you to say that even the generals did not dare utter an 
opinicn after those two left. 

ä No, I never said that. I carrot remember that. I will be grateful 
if 1 could see the minutes, 

Q Well, I have then, I will ask you if you were not asked these 
qQuesti:ns anc gave these answers} 

"Questions From your AMNowledge of instructions in army circles, among 
the air force, and among the zeneral s taff people whom you knew would have 
any opinion as to their attitude for beginning a war, Would they share your 
ott caer 

The minutes show that ycu answered "All of them unanimously,all officers 

agreed with me, All higher officers agreed with me. A long time ago 
I had talked to Field Marshal von Blemberg, in 1937, about the danger of war 
on account of the careless policy of our politicians and we feared at that 
tims that England or France wouldn't tolerate that policy in the long run. 
The first of November, 1937, I hada long discussion with von Blomberg about 
this matter, and he was of the same opinion," 


A Yes, I remenber, 
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Q That is true, isn't it? You were then asked this "Is it true that 
after General Fritsch and General Beck left their offices that the position 
of the army was subordinated to the position of the political personality?" 

& No, not subordinate, The army was always directly subordinate to the 
Fuehrer œ the Re`chspresicente Nothing was changed. In that, the Chief 
of State was at the same tine the Supreme Commander, 

Q At the tine you were interrogated your answer, which I will now 
reac, was this: 

"Yes, be€ause Hitler took over the high command personally of the army 
and the navy and the air force, That was the position that was held by von 
Blomberg before, and Blomberg was in a p: sition to resist Fitler, which he 
had done very often, and Hitler respected and feared and listened to his 
advices, Blomberg was the only elder soldier who was clever enough to 
reconclie military and political questions. This resistancet!.— 

& Yes, it was my convicticn. 

Q (Continuing) -- "This resistance could not be kept up by the men 


near Hitler later ong They were too weak for that, For that reason he 


@ 
fat 
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probably chose the 

Is thet true? 

A My opinion. 

Q "Question: Did the generals with wom you associated even before 1939 
not feel thatthe course of action which was being taken by Hitler would be 
likely to result in a war? 

“Answers: Those who were able to think in foreign political terms, yes, 
but they had to be very cautious about it, because they could not utter any 
opinion, bhat he dared nct vtter == any opinion or writing." 

Is that right? 

A Righte 

Q And what were the high generals in command afraid of that they didn't 
utter an opinion? 

A That general wouldn't nave had a chance to report it to Hitler, 


Q Who would have done anything about? There were many generals and 


only one Hitler, Who was going to carry out any orders against them? 
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A It was just not possible. Hitler Was So powerful that the counter- 
arguments of others == well, he just refused; he never let them utter any e 

Q ånd Hitler aad the SS, didn't he, and Himmler, and Kaltenbrunner? 

å Yes, he hac that also, Besides, he hac the entire Wehrmacht, which 
had sworn an oath on hime 

Q I think y-u said that after the Sth of March, 1943, == in your 
interrogation -= that Hitler was no longer normal. Did you make that 
statement? 

à I saic that in my cpinicn Hitler during the last years was not the 
same as he was in the besinning, from 1933 until the Ware I said that 
after the campaign against France there had been some change in hime That 
was my personal, private opinion, because that he did afterwards contradicted 
what he had taught before himself -= contradicted it by 180 degrees. I could 
not consider that normal, 

& ånd you want us to understand that Gcering continued tc act as Nc.2 
Man and took the orders from that period on, of an 2bnormal man? Is that 
your Story? 

a That abnormality was nct so recognizable that one could think this 
man sick of minds it Cid not have to g0 so far; the abnormality could be 
invisible to the masseSe I believe that a doctor could say more about that 
than I, I talked to some puch gentlemen about it at that time. 

Q They thought it was iheir -pinicn that he was abnormal? 

# That there was a possibility of an abnormality. That was affirmed 
by a doetcr who knew him, 

& A doctor of repute in Germany? 

à No, he is not very well known, He hadn't told it to anybody else, 
because that was not visibles 

& Ee is in a concentration camp, I suppose? 

A Or worse, 

Q And if you hac expressed your opinion that Fitler was abnormal you 
Probably alsc would kave been there, would ycu not? 


A I would have been shot immediately, 


Q So you hever dared to tell your Superior, Goering, your opinion of 
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Hitler, 

å I once had an opportunity to talk about my opinion, and never again e 
That was during the ware 

Q lou informed Goering of your opinion? 

à I have talked to Goering and what I just menticned was a conversation 
which I had with Hitler, 

Q Well, you don?t -= I think you misunderstood me. You don't mean you 
informed Hitler that you considered him abnormal; I am sure you don't mean 
thate 

à No, that I didn't tell Goering either, 

Q You knew, did you not, that Goering who was your immediate Superior 
was issuing the anti-Jewish decrees of the Reich G vernment? 

A No, I didn't know that. As far as E know, they came from a different 
& Do you know that the cecrees which exycludec Jews and half-Jews from 
positions were issued by Goering? 

A No, I don't know that; as far as I know, these regulations came from 


the Ninistry of the intericr which was competent for that, 
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Q As a matter of fact, did you not have to take certain proceedings to 
avoid the effect of those decrees? 

A Nce I know what you meane That was the question that had been 
cleared long ago; long before thate 

Q How long before that was it clear? 

å As much as I know, in the year 1933. 

Q 1933, right after the Nazis came to power? 

A Yes. 

Q And at that time Goering had == so we will have no misunderstanding == 

Goering made you what you call a full Aryans; is that right? 

A I don't believe that he made me a full Aryans; but that I was one, 

Q Well, he had it established, let us say? 

& He had me in clearing this question, which was not clear. 

Q That is, your mother's husband was a Jew; is that correct? 

A That is not meant by that. 

Q You had to demonstrate lack of ancestry to any Jewish source; is 
that correct? 

A Yes; everybody had to do that. 

Q And in your case it concerned your father, your alleged father; is 
that correct? 

A Yes. 

Q and you certainly were informed then from the very beginning of the 
attitude of the Nazi Party toward Jews, were you not? 

A No, I was not informed; everybody had to submit his papers, and from 
one grancparent the paper could not be found. 

~ and you had never been required to do that under the Weimar Republic? 

A No, those questions did not exist at that time, 

Q You knew that this whole question was raised by the Nazi Party of 
which you became a member in 1933; at about the time this happened? 

* I had applied for membership before, before this question came upe 

Q When did you apply for membership? 

A I cannot say that accurately, but I believe in March or April, 


Q And you had to clear this question before you could become a member $ 


wasn't that the point? 
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A That was clear during that time. I cannot say just exactly when. 

2 In 1933 you became aware of the concentration camp, the first one? 

A I believe that was in the year 1933, There was a provocation about 
that. 

Q ånd you later, as I understand you, heard some rumors about concen- 
tration camps and you thought it ought to be investigated; you had to go 
there and see? 

A Yes, 

Q When was it that these rumors became sc persistent that you thought it 
should he investiz ated? 

4 That must have been at the end of the year 1934 or in the spring of 
1935, if I remember correctly. I was in Dachau in the spring of 1935, 

@ And those Tumors persisted throuchout the entire period until the 
collapse of Germany, didn't they? 

à These rumors at that time were the reason that I asked to visit 
Dachau, and I Mly heard them in the circle of higher offices. With other 
groups I had little contact, I cannot say how much it wes gencrally talke 
aboute 

Q Among the higher officers with whom you associated the rumor went 
about that these concentration camps were the secnes of atrocities as early 
as 1935, as I understand yous am I correct about that? 

à Not, not in that sense, bute=w 
4 Why was it that you went to investigate? 

A Jt could not make a regular investigation, just get my own impression 
to dispel the many Yumcurs that there were innocent people there; people 
wno do not belong in there for political reasons == to despair of that. Firs: 
of all, at that time mention was made that many members of the soecalled 
reaction were sent there, and with some officers this was the causeof great 
concern, and I said I would like to see it myself to get my own impression, 

Q You didn't need to go to Dachau to find that Out, did you? You could 


have asked Goering; didn't you know that? 


Q Couldn't you ask Goering who was sent to them? 


4 Nos I never talked to Goering about that. 
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Q Did you know that Goering publicly said that political enemies of the 
regime were going to be sent the 63 that was what they were founded for; 
did ycu know that? 

> I cannot say that I never heard it myself, but I had thought about 
that, and that is why I wanted to go and see, 

Q and you found nobody there except criminals? 

“ What I was shown were all pecple who had committed either crimes or 
dealt in larger thines, Of political prisoners I only saw two people; 
whether there were others I eould not say because I cannot be sure that I saw 
the entire campe But all we wanted to see —- we used to say we wanted to see 
tnis and thet, and then we went there and were guided, 

~ Whose authority did you get to get into the concentreticn camp for an 
exminati n? 

4& Himmler's, 

Q Who asked Himmler if you could go? 

& I don't understand, 

« Did Goering know you were making the trip? 


& I don't think so, 


Q Why were you som= 
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. A It was no special trip. I was living in southern Germany, doing 
military things, and I set aside one morning, forenoon, for an inspectione 

Q There were people in the concentratipn camp that had to do with 

he Roehm Putsch, as you call it? 

Ah YeSe 

Q How many were there that het to do with that? 

A TI can not say that any more exactly. All together, from what I have 

seen, I would estinate four to five hundred people. 

Q Four to five hundred people. And how nany Were killed? 

A Yes, but this figure I can not guarantce; it could be just as well 

seven hundrede My estimate is aroviid thate 

Q How many people were killed in the Roehm Putsch? 

A I can only give the figure which Hitler publicly statedin the 

Reichstag; I can not say that I exactly remember e 

Q Why were you so concerned about concentration camps? Did you have 

any official responsibility for thn? 

A No, I had no responsibility; but since there was so much talk about 
it I tried to get an impression, a yersonal impression, because I told 
myself many people asked me about that and I could not answer them, and 1l 
would like to see for mysclf if it is possible to get a personal impression. 

Q Germany had ordinary prisons for criminal prisoners didn't it? 

A Of course; naturally. 

Q And those prisons had sufficed for a good many years to take care of 
the criminal population; had thoy not? 

i For that reason they “igh save Dosis; I could not saye 

Q And the concentresirn van, was scrothing new that came in after 19337 

A Yos. At any rate, I had not heard bofore tnat time of any 
concentration camp in Germany. 

Q Did you see any Jews in tic camp? 

A =I don't undorstand. 
Q Did you see any Jews in the concentration camp when you inspected it? 
A Yes; «there was one barrack which contained Jews, and they all had 


heavy signs for economic crimess; for fraud and such things, None of then 


whom we asked=-=and everybody answoved about his punishment--the reason for it 


--and there was not a single one of these who said that he was there for 


TU 


=> 63 Oa 


























n uano A 


political reasonse The political ores were only the SA men. 

Q You couldn't find a single prisoner there who claimed he was 
innocent? 

A Nos everyone reported his crime as his punishment. 

Q Who accompanied you on that trip? 

A As much as I remember, Gen-val Weber, who was chief of the General 
Staff, and I think also Colonel General Udet, and several other gentlemen, but 
I do not remember at the moment who they were, 

Q Who showed you through the concentration camp? Who guided you? 

A TI don't know what his name was; it was one of the officials of the 
SD. I assume it was the commander af the camp himself, but I don't know his 
name e 


he concentration camp? What organization was in 


He 
3 
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Q Who was runn 


harge of it? 
4 I could not say thit, but I assume some offices of Himler's, 
Q You have said thit the march into the Rhineland was a great surprise 


to yous is that right? 


A Yes a 


Q Where were you on your leave when this occurred? 


A I was in Bergen for a winter leave: in a foreign country, 
t> o 


O 


Norway? 

A Nos noe 

Q What country were you in? 

A I wasin the Alps; I believe it was southern Tyrol, that is, at that 
time, italy. 

Q Did you not hear of a meeting, the minutes of which are in evidence 
here as Great Britain's Exhibit No.30, concerning the Reich Defense Council 
mecting held on the 26th of June 1935, some nine months before the occupation 
of the Rhineland? 

A Whethor I was present I could not say; I can not remember. 5 

Q There were, according to the evidence, twenty-four members of the 
Wehrmacht and five members of the Luftwaffe present as Well as twenty-four 


at 
State and Party officials. Wore you one of those personsfthat conference at 


which this discussion tock place? 
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à May I ask again for the date? -0 

Q The 26th of June 1935, 

A I can not remember. I don't knot e 

Q Did you never learn £ that meeting? 

A At the moment I really can not remember what is supposed to have been 
said at that mecting, 

Q åt which the preparations for the occupation of the Rhineland were to 
be kept secret and the plan was made to invade the Rhineland? Did you ever 
learn of that meeting? h 

A I can not remember, I don't betieve that I was present. 

WR, JUSTICE JACKSON; If Your Honors pletsg the usual time for 
adjournment is hore, I intend to taie up a different subject which involves 
Some documentse It might be a convenient time to adjourne 

THE PRESIDENT; We will adjourn nowe 


(A recess was taken until 140C hours.) 
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Offidal transcrint of the International 

| Wilitcry Tribunai in the Matt>r of The 
United States of America, the French 
Republic, the United Kingdom of Great 
Pritain ənd Northern Ireland, end the 
Union of Soviet Sccialist Republics 
against Hermann Wilhem Goering et al, 
Defendents, sitting at Nurnberg, Germany 
on 11 March, 1400-1700 hours, Lord 
Justice Lawrence presidinge 


BY IR. JUSTICE JACKSON: g À D 

Q I want to ask ycu some questions referring to your duties and 
activities on the Central Planning Board. You were a member of the Central 
Planning Board, were you not? 

& ‘Yes 

Q And what was the period of your me:‘bership? 
A From the beginning--I believe that was in the year 191 or 19)2—- 


until the ends 


Q Members of that Board, in addition to yourself, were the defendant 


A Yes, out only later. 


When did he corne on? 


& 


A åt the moment wren a large part of the civil procuction was turned 
over to “he ministry of Spocre 


Q And Keancr? Koerner was a member of the Board? 


rr 
iCSe 


& Koerner? 
Q Who-was Dre Sauer? 
4 Sauer was an officiel in the ministry of Speer, but he did not 
belong to the Central Planning Board. 
Q . But he did Keep sore of the minutes, did he not? 
i No, in my opinion, he did not keep theme. 
Sauckel frequently attended the mectings, did he not? 
A Not frequently, but at times. 
Q What were the functions of the Central Plenning Board? 
A The distribution of raw materials to the various groups who had 


contingents; thot is, Aray, Navy, Air Force, civil requiremunts, for mining, 


varicus sectors, building industry, private ccncerns, and so one 
‘ 
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Q dnd labor, did it not? 

' A Labor, noe That was not to be distributed. 

Q It had novhing to do with labor? Do I understand you correctly? 

& We could nake s suggestions, but not the distribution, 

Q You moan br that not the distribution Detween different industries 
which were competing to obtain labor? k: 

A That was a point which concerned Armament Incustry more than the 
Central Planning, 

Q Did you know that Speer turned over to the United States all of his 
personal papers and records, including the minvtes of this Central Pleming 
Board? 

A I did not knew that; I just hear it now, 

Q I will ask that the minutes, volumes of minutes which constitute 
Ue Se Decument R=12l offered in evidence as French Exhibit RF 30, be made 
available for examination by tie witness in the original German, end I shall 
ask you some qucsticns chout ite 

(Docuner.ts wore theretoon presented to the witness), 

Q If you will pcint mt to the witness page =y 059, Line 22, this, 
ir, Witness, purports to be the minutos of Conference No. 21 of the Central 
Planning Board, held on 30 October 192 at the Reich Ministry of Armament and 
Munitions, and the rinttes shar you to have been present. Do you recall being 
there at that mecting? 

A- From that one Sentence, I can not sce it, but I can well assume ite 


(y TTA "r 
N j Ve 


à Yes, I see here tiat in the minutes nay name 1s frequently menticned, 
Q Now, I call your attention to Page 1059, Line 22, to the fc llowing 
entry end ask you if this refreshes your recollection about the funeticns of 


that Board: 


"By Specr: We must also discuss the slackerse Ley has ascertained that 
the sick lists decreased to one=fourth or onexfifth in the factories where 
there are coctcre on the staff who are examining the sick men, There is 


oO 


nothing to be said ageinst the SS and Police taking drastic steps and putting 


those known as slackors into concentration ca MpSe There is no alternative, 





a RN NJ) 


` Let it happen several tines, and the news will soon go around," 
a a 
Were you not concerned with the disebssion of the labor situation in 
that conference, and does that not refresh your recollection as to the 


dealing with the labor questicn? 
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a B I can remember that there was talk about this question, but 


Ce oe ee ae 
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the slackers wore workers wh 9 in normal times, in peacetime, were not 
with us as workers, but by mobilizing the total labor power were put 
into the ranks and with regard to these people, I point out that they 

were not normal workers, and there were some slackers who Cisturbed the 
Spirit of the work, and these are tho people in question, 

Q Those were to be sent to concentration camps, asyou knew? 

À Yes, tat was said, but that does not mean that was a resolution. 
Bcsides, this was not within our competence, to send anybody to the 
concentration camps. 

Q Well, was it not said that there was "nothing to be said against 
the SS" taking them over? You knew that the SS was running the concen- 
tration camps, did you not? 

A Yes, of course. 


9 And, therefore, ou knew that turning ther: over to the SS and 


sending them to the concentration Camps was a means of forcing them to 
produce more goods, was it not? 

Á Yes, of courses Of cou Sc, these people should be forced. It 
was a question about the Germans who did not vant to periorm their duties 
to their connt: +. 

Q Dic this relate only to Gerrans? 

is is mich as L now, it dealt only with Germans, who were called 
Bumulantew-—fluctuating workers or varcrants, They were the only people 
who were chanzine ineir place of work frequently, and we were mostly told 
about them by the representatives of ur own workers. Our own workers 
complained abort tie fact that these people had all the advantages, as 


far as foct, et č vGray VAS concemed, and they did not do anything and 


aiways in time left the factories, and each factcry was glad when they 


y and got rid of them oy sencing them to the concentration camps 


under the SS? 
Á thoy should be trained because it was said that if these pecple 


would get a difíerent kind of ration, not the basic rations which cepended 
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on the work; they would be quickly trained. I do not see it here, but 
I can remember that the proposal was made to linit their treatment in 
time to about two or three months and to take them out again after 


taat time if they were reasonable enough and to reeinstate them back 


into their old conditicns, 





Feehan NH 


Q Now, did you have anything to do on the Central Planning Board with 


the working of prisoners of war? 





A No, in my opinion note 

& Well, I ask that you be shown the twenty-second conference of the 
Central Planning Board minutes of the mecting held on the end of November 1942, 
page 102, at line 2h, which quotes youe The Inglish translation is on page 2T o 

L ask you to refresh your recollection by reading this paragraph’ 

"Milch, I believe that agriculture must get its labor quota. Assuming 
we could have given agriculture 100,000 more men, we would now have 100, 000 
more men who would be more or less well fed. Well, actually, the human 


3.2 wore > R ns or a Lamata th yer 9 “—Y 
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in good enough 
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condition for work," 


> <— aren $ de a ie ape 4 Ol ee Rt id scot the ; 7 lm he Or 
agriculture, if at al possiolie, should eet their workers because 
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of nutrition was so important and agriculture, of course, bcuond the rations 
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intentions, but these are only SUS ZOSvLONS which were made by the Central 

Woy o p J l nyn d Epin marr: aaria oki ; Q mE ar ey a ee ol. ele i AN Pars 
Planning Boarde I don't know whether yauckel was present at that meeting. 


We have uttered our opinion to these people who were there how several que stions 


> 


when eo ob od CI + 


) And you made recommendations to the Rei hsmarshal, didn't vou? 


Å I culd not say that from MEMOrY » No, I do't know. 


dy L can't say it 


Erom memorye 


Q Ihen you knew the Reichsmrshal's wishes in reference to the ytilizati. 


of prisoners of war, did you not? 
i That prisoners of war were also working, well, I knew thate Especiail: 


> s - P 7” sA s rote las [row ‘ ty + mm oO, 
in the country there were many prisc 
~ A 


ka 
w, 
ite 
OF 


attend a meeting with the Fuchrer 


Q ihe 5th of March, 


aie AE a at nw ‘Geman 
with Minister Speer? 
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Q The 5th of March? 

A The Sth of March, 19hh. 

A . On the 5th of March, yes, I sawthe Fuchrer. At that time it was 
the question to establish a fighter staff, that is, an effort of the entire 
industry to manufacture as many fighters as possible. 

Q Well, I'll ask that you be shown Speer's memorandum of that meeting 
with the Fuchrer at which General von Bodenschatz and Colonel von Belo were 
also presente Were they not? | 

The English translation is on page 353; the German on page 139. 

I call your attention to this paragraph: 

"I told the Fychrecr of the Reichsmarshal's wish for the further 
utilization of the productive power of prisoners of war by giving the 
direction of the Stalag to the SSe With the exception of the English and 
Americans, the Fuehrer considers the proposal good and has asked Colonel 
von Belo to arrange matters accordingly," 


I ask you how the SS could increase the production of the prisoners of 


d to be taken? 


ty 


war; what steps you expects 
Now, just answer my questione ‘What stops did you expect the SS to take 


1 


to increase the production of the prisoners of war? 


å I could not say that today any more. At any ratc at that time we 


really did not know anything about the methods of the SS as we know it todays 


Q This was in March of 19h)? 
A Ye Se 
Q Well, you have no knowledge of the methods by which the SS would be 


able to speed up production by prisoners of ware That's the way you want tha 
to stand? 

A No, no, that isn't the way I want it to stand. I was thinking about 
this point because I want to think about it a momente I believe that it was 
dealing with the question whether prisoners of war were put to their disposal 
or note It was not the question that these prisoners of war should do any 
work under the SS, only that they should be put at the disposal for that worl 
That's what I have to assumce 


Q Put at the disposal by the SS, you mean? 


Ea 
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Well, let's go on to the thirty-third conference by the Central Planning 
Board. That is on the 16th of February, 1943, at which Speer and Sauckel anor 
others appear to have been presente The English translation is on page 28; 
the German page 2276 to 2307. There was at this meeting, to summarize, 
considerable discussion of the labor situation, first a report from Schreiber 
and thén Tim gave a general discussion of the labor situatione I call your 
attention to your contribution on page 2298 | at the tope 

A Yes, I have just read ite 

Q It is as follows: 

"Milch, we have made a request for an order that a certain percentage 
of men in the artillery mst be Russian. Fifty thousand will be taken 
torethere Thirty thousand are already employed as gunners. This is an 
amusing thing that the Russians must work the gunse" 

What was amusing about making the Russian prisoners of war work the gurs 

À The words "e have demanded", that doesn't mean the Central Planning 
Board, but that means Hitler had made that demande 


ic German Governnente 


it very peculiar that one should let the prisoners of war 


shoot against the planes of their allies, tie did not like it because we he 
oleasc thosa man p a : n aa they sho 
to relcasc these Mên from this worke We were against it hat The y should 


be used in Ale 
Q Imho IO Ay mye cr hine > Nyaa ane st NO ke th > runs i" 
This is an amusing thing that the Russians must work e € a 
What was amusing about it? 


A I found Êt peculiar, not to be understoode I cannot say whether 


that word was usede I don't know these minutese I have not scen them befo 
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Now 
Q iv @ vs 5 


I call your attention to the rest of your statemonts 





"The last 20,000 are still outstanding. Yesterday I received a letter 


from the Army High Command, in which they say they could not releasc a Single 


mane They themselves have not enoughe Thus this measure will not be 


successful for us," 


iho does "for us" refer to if not to your industry requirements? 


I think these minutes are wronge It has never been said because it 


doesn't make sensce I cannot accept these minutes in that forme 


Q Let's turn to page 2298 for a =e 


Cle, d (a 


à To clarify this I can say that it deals with the problem of taking 


people out of armament and into anti=aircrafte 


ue who were concerned with 


armament did not want to release these men and we.were against ite That was 


the idea of the whole thing, and the OKH declared that they did not have 


enough puople.e 


‘i TT tae ae kanaa +ha AÁ > —— bi, 2 E T Seale tem ake — R. s ss s 
% d understand the sense of this to be that you applied for certain 
aes a r- pm N S nan awk ON = Kim dk, — a ae vo) 3 . 

workmen for the armament industry and that the Army High Command refused to 


give you tho nen ang sejd they stready employed working guns anc other worke 


Now, is that the scmse of that or isn't it? 


/ . 
NT, 


A No, not quite. 


Q Now, just tell me what the sense of it is. 
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A As much as 1 can remember the whole affair, the armament should 
release for the sir Force 50,000 Russian prisoners for anti-aircraft, that 
the armament incustry would not miss these people, 

THE PRESIDENT: I am afraid we must adjourn due to scme technical 
difficulty. 
(A recess was taken) 

THE PRESIDENT: Mr, Justice Jackson, it may be convenient to you to 
know that we are going to rise at 3:30 tcday. 

MRe JUSTICE JACKSON: I hope to be finished by then, 

CROSS EXAMINATION = continued 
BY MR. JUSTICE JACKSON: 

Q I will ask to have your attenticn called to page 2297, in the English 
translation about page 28, to your ec ntribution, which reads as follcwss 

"“Milchs: Of course a front exists somewhere in the East. This front 
will be held for a certain time. The only thing which the Russians inherit 
if we evacuate an area is the population. The question is whether we had 
not better make it a rule to take the population back first as far as 100 
kilometers to the rear of the front. All of the civil populati-n will be 
taken back 100 kilcmeters behind the front," 

Do you find that? 

à Yes, I have found it. 

Q And I understood you this morning to state that it was a rule 
promulgated in your book that the civilian population should not be interferec 
with, 

A From the last sentence, that the people would not be used for earth 
work, we can see that these pecple at that time were used for earth work. 

What kind of people they were I could not say. They had been used for 
these kinds of work already. 

Q And you knew that. You knew that they were being used for that kind 
of work. 

A That is in there in these minutes. Ido not know it teday any MOYE y 
but at that time, according to the minutes, it has been said, that is ts Say y 


‘$ 


if these minutes are correc., 


La 
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Q And you knew they wervbeing used, the civilian population was being 
forced to dig trenches for your troopse 

å Today I have no recollection of that, but at that time it was said, 
as the minutes showe 

Q Now, I will ask to have your attention called to the minutes of 
Conference Number 11 of the Central Planning Board, held on the 22nd of July 
1942 German, page 30623; English translation, 38. 

First let me call your attention tc the fact that at that meeting it 
appears that among those present were Speer, yourself, Koerner == did Koerner 
represent the Reichsmnarshal? 

A Yes, for the Four Year plane He was the representative for the 
Four Year plane 

Q At all meetings of this Board Koerner represented the Reichsmarbhal, 
did he not? 

A Yese He represented him for the Four Year Plan, 

Q And Sauckel was present, and representatives from the Iron 
Association, the Coal 4ssociation, and the Ministry for Armaments and Munitior 

A Yese 

Q There was considerable discussion of the labor problemn, and the 
requirements of those incustries. On page 3062 I call ycur attention to 
this entry: 

"General Fieldmarshal Milch will take measures to accelerate the 
procuring of the Russian prisoners of war from the camps." 

I ask you what measures you expected to take to accelerate procuring 
prisoners of war from the campse 

å Gince I was a soldier I had taken the job to present this question 
to the OKW, in whose competence the prisoners of war were at that timee 

Q You didn't personally deal with the prisoners of war, but you undert: 
to obtain them from the OKW? 

A These prisoners of war had been put down for transfer by the Govern- 
mente The transfer took very long, the transport, and since we had to spear 
to the OKW about it I did that, and I told the OKW that they should increase 


the speed of these transports. 
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` 'Q Now let us turn to Conference Number 36, dated 22nd of april 19)3; 
the English Translation, page 133 German 2125, There again I call your 
attention to the fact that Speer, yourself, Sauckel, anc Kerner were among 
those present. There again you discussed the labor problem, cid you not? 

å Yese 

Q and Koerner reported as follows, referring to Koerner: 

"On the lst of April, we had in acriculture a deficit of about 600 ,000 
laborers. It had been planned to cover that by Supplying labor from the 
Bast, mainly women. These laborers will first have to be supplied until other 
laborers are released from avriculture, We are justentering the season when 
the heaviest work in the fields has to be done", and considerably more, which 
I will not take the time to qQuotee 

I call your attention to page 2128, your contribution to that discussion, 
which reads as follows: 

"If one proceeds as I propose and Tim agreed to it, no damage can be 
donee This ought to be done in any case. For the rest I completely arree, 
We must now supply the mines with labor, The greatest part of labor which 
we can supply from the East will indeed be women, but the Eastern women are 
quite accustomed to agricultural work, and especially to the type of work 
which has to be done these coming weeks, the hoeing and transplanting of 
turnips, and so forth. The women are Quite suitable for this, One thing 
has to be considered, First you must supply agriculture with the WOMEN e 
Then you can extract the men, laborer for laborer. It is not the right thing 
if first the men are taken away anc the farmers are left without labor for 
four to six weeks. if the women arrive at such time they arrive toc late," 

I ask you how many women were transported to agriculture as a result 


of this conference, 
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l rR On the basis of this conference none at all, but this conference 
was only a sugestion from ur side to assure for industry and agriculture 
a certain balance of labor, Without the labor in mining, work could not 
be continued. Therefore labor was urgently needed, and here a succcs- 
tion wasmade as to how an exchange could take place to take men out of 
agriculture and replace them by women, whom, of course, one could not 

put into the mines, 

To whom did you make these sugzesticns? You say they were 


not decisions but just sugvestinns. 


A No, the sugrestions were made to the representatives of the 
Labor Ministry. t rcad the nam Time That wasonc of the hisher officers 


of that ministry. 

Q And Sauckel? 

h, I con't know whether Sauckel was present at that meetinge I 
only remember the name Time 

Q It appears from the minutes that he was there, but whether he 
was or not you made Sugzestions, as the planning committee, to Sauckel 
as to the needs for labor, didn't YOU, and called upon him to Supply them? 

A Yes, we had the necessity in mining to have additional workerSe 
New workers could not be founde Therefore it could only be done by an 
exchanre, 

Q I understand youe You will Save a great deal of our time if 
you will just answer the questionse 

Now I call your attention to Conference Noe 54 of the Central 
Planning Board, held on 1 March Wau, English translation pase l, German 
page 1762. At this conference I remind you thet it appears that Sauckel, 
Milch, Schreiber,. and Turner were among those prescnte It was held 
at the Ministry of Air Transport and you ciscussed the desirability of 
draining off young male people from France so that they would not be 
available to act aspartisans in case there was an invasion by the Allies 
of French territory. 

Do you recallsuch a meeting ? 


rd 


A I cannot remember in detaile I have already in other interroga- 
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tories here in Nurnberg and in England stated that it is impossible’ to 
remember all these things in cetail, which issues we were confronted 


with in large numbers, particularly since my memory hes suffered, because 


Q It will help you if you will refer to page 1799, opposite the 

name “iiilch" and will read the entry, which reads as follows: 
"“Milche In case the invasion of France begins and succeeis only 

to a certain degree, then we shall experience 2 rise by partisans such 
aS we have never experienced either in the Balkans or in the Bast, not be- 
cause this would have happened in any case but only because we mace it 
possible by nt dealing with them in the right mner, Four whole age 
rceups have grown up in France, men between elghtecn and twentvethree 
years of age, who are therefore at that are when young people, moved by 
patriotism or seduced by other people, are ready to co anything which 
satisfies their personal hatred against us, anc of course they hate use 
These men ought to have been called up in age groups and dispatched to 
Germany, for they present the greatest danger which threatens us in Case 
of invasicne 

"I am firmly convinced, and I have said so several times, if in- 
vasion starts, sabotage of all railways » works, and supply bases will 
be a daily occurrence, and then it will really be the case that cur forces 
are no longer available to survey the execution of our orders within the 
country, but they will have to fight at the front, thereby leaving in 
their rear a much more dangerous enemy wh? destroys their communications, 
and so forthe If one is shown the mailed fist and a eclearecut exccutive 
intention, a churchyard peace will reign in the rear of the front at the 
moment the uproar starts. This I have emphasized so frequently, but 
Still nothing is happening, I æ% afraid, for if one intends to start to 
shoot at this moment, it will be too late for ite Then we have no 
longer men at our disposal to kill off the partisans," and you then go on 
to state that you think the army shoul¢ handle the executive action re- 
quired in rounding up these people, 


Does that refroeh your recollection? 
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- A Yos, it is correct in this sense, but whether it is correct 


word for word I cannot says It dealt with the fight of cur country for 
life and death and one had to take care that there would not be a knife 
in our backs by 2 secret armye Their resistance would flare up and our 
cslstance would break down, as it really happened latere 

a] “nd you proposed to eliminate the population back of the lines 
in so far as they might constitute a menace to your operations in this 
invasion? 

i No, these people would in tima, as it was promised by the French 
Government , have been sent for work in Germany. That was my opinione 
That was the necessary thing, that these people should come to work in 
Germany, as the French Government had promised in their treaty with the 
German government, instead of letting these people go into the Marquis 
and commit sabotage, and as a means against sabotage make necessary the 


of them later, 


c’ 


Q You did not confine your use of forced labor to your enemies; 


it was also a plied agdnst your own allies, was it not , (page 1814) 


=- 


and Cid you not contribute to this discussion? 
Mmiilche Would not the following method be better? We could take 
under German administration the entire focd supply for the Italians and 


tell them only he gets any food who either works in a protected factory 


ds That was after one part of Italy had been lost, and it dealt 
with Italian soldiers who had declared themselves against Mussolini, 
and these people were Sitting around behind the front and cid nt want to 
work, and committed Sabotage against the German Army, Consequently, 
this proposal was mace that it should be said to these people, "You can 
get your food and everything, but you have to work some place, and that 
is either in Italy or in Germany." 

Q I think you said in your cirect examination, or perhaps earlier 
in your cr SS-cxamination, that you did not know absut any forced labor 
from occupied territory, that you had no knowlede of thate Is thet 


still your statement ? 
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in I hve not quite understood thate Forced labor? 


Q Forced labor, yese 


A In the case of these people, they were prisoners of war, the 
Italians, which were at our disposal for work after an agreement with 
that Italian Government, which we recognized. Mussolini had put these 
men at our disrosal for thatpourpose. 

Q tet us not bother with Mussolini here. I ask you whether you 
still stand by the statement you mace earlier, as I recall it, that you 
did not know of any forced labor brought in from the occupied countries 
to Germany. Is that your statement, or isn't it? 

“a So far as free people are concerned, I still assert thate In 
this case they were people who were put at our disposal, and, Mre Justice, 
at that time this Italian government still existed even if today we do 
not speak ab ut it. But at that time it still existed. 

Q I ask that your attention be brought to pare 1827 of the minutes 
of this meeting at which you were present, and where the discussion you 
just admitted took piace, and I call your attention to the line opposite 
the name "Sauckel," from which it appears that Sauckel then reported: 
"Out of the five miilion foreign workers who arrived in Germany not even 
two hundred thousand came voluntarily." 

Li I cannot remember that at alle 

Q You don't have any recollection of that; all righte 


A No, I have no recollection, 


5650 





y 


0 


4) Vell, we will go on then to Conference Noe 23 of the Central 
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Plans Board, stillthe 3ra of November 19:2. It is the English trans- 
lation, page 27. The German text is on page 1024, in which it ap cars 
that you were present at and participated in the discussion, and I 


‘1 


call your attention to pace 1024, line 10, to these entires of the 





Stenographic minutes? 

"SPEER: Well, thr ugh the industry we could deceive the French by 
telling them that we would release for their use, all prisoners of war 
who are rolling mill workers and smelters if they would cnly give us 
the names, 

"ROLAND: We have ætablished our own office in Parise I see, you 
mean the French should report the smelters who ar prisoners of war in 
Germany? 

"MILCH: I simply say, ycu get two men in exchange for one of these, 

"SPEER: The French firms know exactly which prisoners of war are 
smelters. Unofficially, you should create the impression that they would 
be released. They give us the names and then we get a hold of theme Do 
thate 

"ROLAND: That is an ideagtt 
Now, your contribution was to want two men in place of one; is that right? 

h Yes; that is to Say, two people from another profession to 
be released for one of these expertse That was the Government ir oposal 
and how they were needed, you can Sese 
Q that was your entire objection? 
is “he centire purpose was to get such people and to give them 
others in exchanzee 

Q Now, let us take up Conference 53 of the Planning Board, held 
the 16th of February 191i; English translation, page 26, and the German 
from 1651. You will find yourself included among those who were present 
and it wos at tle Reich Air Ministry that it was held, I first call 
your attention to the entry on page 1863, the words pposite "}ITLCH"s 
"The armament industry emplcys foreign workers to a large extent; according 


to the latest figures, LOZ. The new directions by the Plenipotentiary 


General for Manpower refer m stly to foreigners and we lost a lot of 
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German personnel which was called up == especially the air industryg, 

being a young industry, employs a great many young people whc should be 
called upe This will be very difficult, as is easily seen, if one deducts | 
those working for experimental stationse In mass production, tre foreign 
workers by far prevail. It is -bout 95% and higher, Oub best new 

engine is made 88% by Russian prisoners of wer and she other 12% ‘oy 

German men and womene 50=60 JU=52 which we now regard only as transport 
planss are made for us, only six to eight German men are working on this 
machine; the rest are Ukrainian women who have beaten all the records of 
trained workers." 


Do you recall that? 


A Yes, 1 can remember thate 
Q And on 1873, you’come forward with this suggestione 


"MILCH: The list of the shirkers should be entrusted to 
Himmler's trustworthy hands, who will rake them work all right e 
This is very important for educating vecyple and has also a 


deterrent efiect on such workers who wovld likewise feel inclined 


á Yes, there has been the question ^£ shirkers which I described 
bd ~i 


this morninge 


Q Among foreign workers, wasn't it? 
Ls No, tkse were Englishmen, the shirkers. 
Q “‘nelishmen are foreigners in Germany, c:rsn't they? I don't 


know what you mean, they were not foreigners. They were Englishmene 
A No, English prisoners of war have never worked with uSe No, 


it could not be &nzlishmen, 


Q What were they? You say thay were entirely Germane 
A It was “inlaenders", what we understood as “Bumulantens" (shirkers) 


who were the group of people who only workd during the waraand normally 
cid not belcng to our labor manpower but were forcibly taken during war 
time for that purpose. 

a) We will get to that in a minute. First, I want to ask you how 
Himmler was goingto make them work, What did Himmler do, what methods 


did Himmler possess? Why were you proposing Himmier in this thing? 
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å Because Himmler reported in a discussion about the fact that 
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there are different rations for the workers above the basic rations they 
had considerable additional rations, depending upon tke type of work; 
for heavy work, several times the normal daily raticn. Each ration for 
normal work was given by the nutrition of fice independent of the question 
of how and why the man worked. | 

In the case of Himmler, however, the proposal was made that they 
give out the additional rations only then and to the extent that they 
ceserved it for their wrke Since Himmler had some people who were from 
concentration camps, and so forth, it was possible for these workers, 
he could use this method, and could introduce it, anc, therefore, the 
proposal to send people who committed work sabotage against their own 
country, to send them-=by giving these additicnal rations only if they 
did that work. 

Q You know the differe ce between work camps and concentration 


camps, don't you? 


A Yes, of courseée 
Q And these people who were doing work in these industries were 


kept inthe main in the work campS, were they not, in which their rations 
were controlled without Himmler's hands being in it at all? 

A No, the German workers were not in work camps, generallye They 
lived at home, and rec ceived through the nutrition offices their adtiticnal 
rationse I want to poigit out a ain that the wish to take stronger measures 
came from the workers and executives, whe at first complained, why the 
people who did not do anything, did not do their work, at a time of 
qanger, shoul get additional rations and be better off then the other 
people, the population. 

a) You say that all you are talking about were German prisoners 
of war and never foreign workers. Now, be clear about that? 

A Well, I mean, about shirkers, I refer to German workers; in my 
Opinion, it can only be these, 

Q I ask that your attention be called to page 1913: "MIICH: 


This is your contribution a that points "It is therefore nct possible 


to exploit fully all -the foreigners unless we compel thm by piecework 
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or we have the possibility of taking measures against foreigners whe 


are not doing their bit" Did you find that entry? 
y 
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A YesSe 
Q And then you proceeded to complain that “if a foreman lays 
his hends on a prisoner cf war or smashes him, there would be a terrible 


row and the man is put into prison. There are Sufficient officials 


in Germany who think 
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"it their most important cuty to stand up for human rights instead of war 
“production, I also am for human rights, but if a Frenchman says 'You fellows 
will all be hanged and the chief of the factory will be behcaded first! and 
if then the chief seys "Il am going to hit him!, then he is in a mess. He is 
not protected but the poor fellow who said that to him is protected." Did you 


rt that to the necting? 


a 


r 


à That may bee 

Q What cid ycu suggest? 

& I know from memory that such cases have had occurred, that foreign 
wcriers threatened their German foreman and in the factory, and if that 
foucht against him then something was Cone against hin, and I didn't think 
that was correcte 

Q New, you provided your cw remedy, Didn't you in the next line says 
"I have told my engineers! I an gcing to punish you if ycu don't hit such 
amen, The more you co in this respect, the more I shall praise ycu.e I 
shail see to it that ncthing happens to yous? This is not yet sufficiently 
knowne I cannct talk with ail factory leaderse I should like to see the man 
who stays my arm beccuse I can settle acccunts with anybcdy who stays my arme" 
Did you find that? 

& I have secn it just now, yos, I camot remenber the words in 
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foreign woekeor could say to his German forouan We will crt yur throat," 
A 75 Die PREES ~ ds ta ane s E. cna porate cal 
Q weli, do you nean to say that if a prisoner of war attempted or 
9 


threatened to cut his throat, that German cfficcrs would stand up for him 
as against the employer? You don't mean. that, do ycu? 
A (No answer). 

Q Well, we will go on: "If the little factcry leader" -— I am still 
ovoting from you — "does that, he is put into a concontration camPeoe" 
Do you want ito find that? 

A Yes, I see ite 

Q ".,eand runs the risk of losing prisoners cf war." Now, I am 
still qucting ycu and I want ycu to find the entry, "In one case, two 


Russian officers took off with an cirplane but crashece I ordered that 


these two men be hanged at onecoe. They wore hanged or shct yestorday, I 


left that to the SSe I expressed the wish to have them hanced in the factory 
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A I found ity and I ean only say I have never made anybody hans thon 


for the others te see. 


nor can I give the crdere I said I ecnsix ‘er it quite impossibie that I 
said thate I had nothing to do with this question. I do not know -f any 
case where two Russian officers fled with the plane, 

Q Is there anything else you would like to say with reference to that 
entry? 

A Wy I have nothing to saye I do not know anything about it and I 


= a 


Re JUSTICE JACKSON: That is all that I have at the prescnt time, 
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Q Witness, I have some questicns on behalf of the British Delercaticn. 
My first point is this; Ycu saic on Friday that beginning in 1935, an 
air-force was built up in Germany for defonsive purpcsese Do ycu remember 
that? 


A Yes, 1935. 


Q And do you say that it remained on a defensive basis up until 


Q I want you to listen to three picces of evid ience=--speeches made by 


HH 


your chie®, the Defendant Goeri am quoting from the shorthand notes 
t 


of the Cth of January, in the afternoon, on page 2306.6 In May of 1935 T 


Goering said: "I intend to create a luftwaffe wh ich, if the hour shculd 


strike, : shall burst upon the foe Like 2 course revenfee The eneny must 
he Se Far iA > of being lost already before even havinr f fou; oht e' Does that 
swn like a daafeansiwn a ree? 

A No, that dass not cour? Tipa it, hub | hes to separate the words 


Q I will come to the docdein a moment. 


THE PRESI ibe S If there is any more -i this lauehter tha @ecurt vi LL 
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| Q On the 8th of July 1938, Goorins, accressing a number of Gernan 

aircraft manufacturers, said that “iar with Czechoslovakia was imminent; 

that the German airforce is already superior tc the English airforce, If 

Germany wins the war, she will be te greatest power in the world, dominating 

the world market, and Germany Will Se a rich nation, To this goal risks must 

be takene" Doces that sound like a ‘efensive Gorman airforce? Does it? 


A No, that cortainly does not sound lite it, but later I would like to 


say scmethings in answer to that, 
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Q Please limit yourself, if you can, in the interest of tine, 
in answering any question, which is very wise” i Now may I read you 
one further piece of evidence, the speech made by Goering on 1} 
October, 1938, that is, less than a month after the Munich Pact. 
"Hitler has instructed me to organize a gigantic armament procran, 
which would make insignificant all creative achievements. I have 
ordered a building as rapidly as possible of an air force five tines 
as large," Does that sound like a speech for defensive purposes 

A This air force would have taken many years to build. 

Q I state to you such fact on that point was grossly incorrect. 
I now want to come to my second point. You were present at the 
conference of the Service Leaders in the Chancellery on the 23 May 
1939? 

A What was the date please, if I may asks 
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5 I would like TOU FO See The aocw ent, WOLCn 1S L-79 ° Lou 


A On the 27 May, wasn't it? 
d Yes, that is richt. I just want to remind you to ask who 


‘ r qep mà IIa as TRPP 27 T Le- m n hd D m a mn 
else was present. There werc the Fuchrer, Goering, Raeder 


Yv 
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von Brauchitsch, Keitel, yourself, Halder, General Bodenschatz, 
TT g at an son = N E PAE ame 2 sey Ps pee p> x r 
warlinont-=was Warlimont deputy of Jodli 

A I cannot say for whom he was there. 
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Q Very well--and others; I don't mention the names. Now 
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Mr. Witness ’ those names werc leaders of the German armca iorces 


Marr ED ~ Pa a “I A. ms, © 33.9 2 Gi a, m $ 
i May I say, so far as I can remember Field Marshall Goering 


A Yes. I camot remember any more, I have my recollection 
that I was sent there to represent hin at the lest moment, 


Q Whatever it is abort Goerine, if he was not there, those 


others were mostly leaders of the Germany army force, is that richt? 
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A Yes, It was the Corz.ander in Chicf of the Arny and the 
Cormiander in Chief of the Navy, and the OK, yes, 

Q Would you describe then from your knowledre of then as men 
of honor? 

A Yes. 

Q Is it one of the qualities of men of honor that he keeps 
his word? 

A Yes. 

Q You knew, of course, did you not, that Germany had pledged 
her word to respect the noutrality of Belgium and the Netherlands, 
and Luxecnbourr? 


A I assume so. I did not know the acreomcnt, but I assume so. 


EN 
~/ 


) Did not you know that less than 2 month before that meeting, 
nanely, 28 April, Hitler in the Reichstag eave an assurance of his 
respect for the ncutrality of a large number of countries, European 
countrics, including the three I have mentioned? Did you not know 
that as a matter of history? 

A I assunc that, yes. 

Q We have scen the film, you know, in the court, of that very 
course, that the Defendant Gocring presided as President of the 
Reichstag that day that assurance was riven, 

A I have not seen the film. I do not know the filn. 

Q Yes. It is a German newsreel. Do you remember that at 
that conference Hitler said these words, which are well known to the 
Tribunal: "The Dutch and the Belgian air bases must be occupied by 
the armed forees. Hitler's notions of neutrality must be ignored, 
in cffort must be made to decal the enemy a significant or final 
decisive blow risht at the start. Considerations of right and wrong, 
or treaties do not enter into the matter." Do you remember those 
words being said? 


A I cannot remember exactly what the words were. I know that 


that dealt with the question of the Polish Corridor, and of Danzig, 
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- where Hitler explained what to do with the property we come into, 
when we come into it, and what he intends to do, but as to what he 
said in detail I do not ronori cr. 


at the 
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breach of Germany's pledge of ner word? 

A During this meeting it was impossible for anyone present to 
Speak at all. Hitler sat behind his desk, and in front he made the 
Speech, and after the speech ho walked away. The discussion did not 
take place, and was not bein: acwitted by hin. 


Q And was it impossible for the honorable nen to protect his 


A Te A a «ale 4? — a je AA AE V : 3 . 
A ft cannot exactly reme:zber the words that Hitler said, such 


Q Can you give the Tri ùnal your opinion of it? 


A In this necting I was not under the impression he had said 
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upon ourselves. That I cannot remonber. 
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A No, I cannot only say I have no recollection 
of any detail as to the words, Whether the minutes are corroct I 

do not know. as much as I know they have been edited later by one of 
the adjutants present. 

Q Because we know that is what exactly Germany did twelve 
months after, to break their yledge of word to the Netherlands ‘and 
Luxenbours, and brought misery and death to millions. You knor that 
now, don't you? 

A . That I know, yes, but as soldiers we had nothins to do with 


the political mestion, We we.s not asked about then. 


-z 


Q Do you call the honoring of== 
DR. RUDOLPH DIX: I speak not for the Defendant Schacht. but for 
È 3 
the entire Defense. I ask the Tribunal and say that the witnoss nay 


be asked a fact, and not for moval judement. 
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do not know for 
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-ng asked about facts. 


was being asked about facts. 


i 
me TO 


ou know know that twelve 
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the neutrality of Belriun, the 
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on tnat happened, 


a 


> country has 


& was not it a job of the soldier to object if he was asked 
break his country's word. 

A If he breaks this word, in his lettors where he is a soldier 
he has not anything to say whatever. I agree and say that on foreicn 
territory where the soldier could not overlock, and about which a 


soldier doces not know anythi 
such a question 

J u can only speak 
that vou do not know that yo 
neutrality of these three s 
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you saying 


obscrve the 





aken up was not a job of 
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: A That I have read in the Reic..stag the speech, but I did not make known 


how the other side had reacted to that promise at the time known to Mes It 





could be quite possible that the other side to use this guarantee, did not want 
this guarantee at all for a protection, The soldier can not see that clearly, 
Only the political leadership could know about that, 

Q Well, we perhaps will have to ask that of the soldiers in the high 
command, who are now in the Dock, when they get in the witness box, But I put 
it to you that it must have been common stnowledge in Germany that Hitler was 
giving guarantees and assurances to all these smaller countries? 

A Hitler has proposed and offered to make many things, He offered for 
all countries limitation of armaments, ile offered not to use any bombing planes, 
but his proposals in these cases, they iere not acce pted, therefore, any politi- 
cal leadership had to know what they shculd demand from their soldiers, and get 


response from their soldiers, The Soluiers of the line have only to judge and 


to obey i) 
Q Answer my question, That was not an answer to my question, I take 
the facts now Mr. Witness from the docu onts, from your own Geran documents, I 


want just your know jledge and your idea of honor. Did you not think it grossly 
dishonorable to give the plecge on 28 irril, and to make a secret resolution to 
break it on the 23 of May? 
Å You are right, if the situstion has not changed in conditions, the 
conditions have not changed in any way, and that is my judgment, 
Q You must have your own code of honor, even though you are in the ser- 
VİCCe 


THE PRESIDENT: I donit think so, 


very well, I will not acquire an answer to that. Very well, 


THE WITNESS: I do not even understand his question 


Q You know, of course, that th neutrality anyway was violated? 

A Yes, but according to our kno iledge, or our opinion it was violated 
twice, 

Q Do you know that on the 12th a:d 13th of idarch 1940, Jodl was putting 


in his diary, "The Fuchrer is still looxing for excuse to give to the world for 


invasion of Norway." Do you know that? 
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A I do not know of that diary and that entry. 
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? Q You took part actually in the invasion of Norway, did ycu not? 
A à few days after the beginning of th. invasion I was leading the air 
force there for a short time, 


Q You had actually 2 command in Norway? 


DR. HERMANN JAHREISS: Dr. Jahrreiss, for the defendant Jodl. I 
consider it necessary to make a clarification, which may be made from the mise 
interpretation or mistransletion, I have just heard about the entry by Jodl in 


h 
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s diary, and a re-translation from the German as coming from the Fuchrer, "Is 
still looking for an excuse," cand in the German text it shows "A reason for 
justification." I also believe that justificetion is in the English translation, 
and that it ould not be translated by outrage pretext or excuse, That is an 
entirely different thing, 

MR, ROBERTS: Whatever it is, why that reads as the translation of 
his witness, Would you agree that according to the entry in the diary, the 
Fuehrer was still looking for it, whether it was a reason or an excuse, Now I 
only want to ask you one more question cn this ate of the case, 

Q You know that Belgrade was bombed in I think April 1941? 

A I have heard about that from the Army report at the time, 

Q Without any declaration of war, or any. warning to the civilian popu- 
lation at all, you heard that? 

h nat I do not know, no, 

Q Have not you discussed it with Goering 

A About the attack on Belgrade? No, I can not renogker, 

Q Did not he even express himself in regard, shall we say, a large 
bombing to a large capital without even one hour warning to the civilian popula- 
tion? 

‘a That to my knowledge I can not remember of any such conversation, 

Q That is murder, isn't it? 

A (No answer) 
Q You would rather not answer that question? 
s I can not answer that yes or no, because I do not know the conditions 


which lead to the attack. I do not know whether the war was declared. I do not 
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know whether the warning took place, Neither do I know whether Belgrade was 
fortress, Neither do I know what part was attzcked in Belgrade, I know of SO 

many bombing att=cks of which it could be said the same thing, that could be 

said. 

Q The question, lire Vitness, that unless we had the use of the document 
in front of us, it was Hitler's order that Belgrade was to be suddenty destroyed 
by waves of bombers, without any ultimetum, or any diplomatic movant, or 
negotiations at all; would I put that question if I had not known of the docue 
ment. Let me turn to something else, 
ra May I say I thought of this the first time today by your words of 
this document, | 


0 I want to put to you now on the incident with regard to the Camp 


e: 
Stalag Luft 3 at Sagan. Do you know about what I am talking? 

A Yes, I know about that now, 
Q Do you know on 24 and 25 } h 1944, about, eight air force officers, 


vw 


British, Dominian, and other escaped frun that Stalag Luft 3 camp? 


A I know about the case from the British camp in which I was kept, 
where the entire case was displayed on the wall, 

Q I may say, we cannot but help know it in a momente Did you know that 
officers, eight or sixty, were shot? 

Å Yese 

Q In various parts of Germany == only the occupied country extending 
from Danzig to Saarbruecken3 you heard of that? 

À I have heard that about fifty were killed, I do not know where 

Q Have you heard that quite unusual the bodies were never seen again, 


but that urns said to contain their ashes were brought back to the camp, you 
heard of that? 

A That could be seen from the speech of ir, Eden, who was in the Lower 
House, and I found that out in the camp where I was, 

Q You heard thet, although theses officers were reported by your 


Government as having been shot while offering resistance, or trying to eacnpe, 


yet, not one was wounded, and all sixty were shot dead, 
A Those I only heard of by public snnouncament in Germany, that these 


officers while they were trying to resist, or trying to escape, had been shot, 


We did not believe it in that form, and about this point there was much Gis- 
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cussion among ourselves without knowing any of their facts. We were 
afraid that murder hac been committed. 

2 You were afraid that murder had been committed. It does 
appear likely, doesn't it? 
A We gained this impression after we heard all the details. 

Q It is quite clear that if that was murder the order for that 
murder would have to come from a high level, isn't it? 
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A Surely, certainly, Further, more details I have heard from 
General Westhoff about these cases, while I was in captivity together 
with hin in England, 

Now, I want to ask you, first of all, about the prisoner of 
war organization. Was the prisoner of war organization a aenartment 


of the OKW? 


A . a 
A In my opinion, yes. 
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A Was the chief of the Kricvscefancenon Wesenat that tine 
FO} A nal Mia ior why liya Wons +p? 
meneral Major von Graevenitz? 


A Von Graevenitz, yes. 
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what tasks they had, I cannot say “nether it was just for examination 


or anything else, I would not know, 


Q Was the head of that General Major Grosch? : 
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Q Grosch, 





å I cannot say, It is possible. I know the name, but I do 
not know whether he hold that position. 

© And the second in command, Oberst Waelde? 

A It is not kron to MC, 

Q You were No. 2 in tae air force at the Air Ministry in 
March 19344, rere you not? 


A Theres were more number 2's at that tine. I was in the same 


rank as the chief ov Stafi’, the chief of the personnel office, and 


jee 


the chief of technical armament, which were independent of ours and 
were working beside : e, kut according to the rank I was the second 
highest officer in the air iorce, 
Was there a co: ference in Berlin on the mornin: of vaturday, 
the 25th of ifarch, about this escape? 

& I cannot remember, 

© Did not Goerin: speak to you about that confer3nee? 

A I have no recollection I cannot remember that, 

2 Did Goering never tell you that there was a confoarcnec 
between Hitler, Himmler, himself and Keitel on that saturday morning? 

A No. I do not tow anything about that, I could not 
remember anythin, 

Q At which the order for the murder of these recaptured 
prisoners of war was given? 

A No, I know a osolitely nothing about that. Accordin:: to tho 


descriptions which I ave received later, it was entirely different, 


About this I received inforzation from General .esthoff and also É om 


“ General losthoff we aro going to sac here as a witness. He 
has made a Statement about the matter savinte 


A TI beg you to eyzusc mee I could not hear just nowe 


Q General Wosthoffeas 
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A Yes, 


Q ==h15 made a statencnt—.< 





Q and we are going to see hin as a witness, 

A Yes, 

Q So perhaps I had better not put his statement to you, because 
he is going to zive svidence, Perhaps that wovld be fairer from the 
point of vicw of “ho Defense. But are vou Sugcesting that these 
officers, if they wore murdered, to use JOurwords, having escaped from 
an air force cap, that action could have been taken without the 


knowledge of roeriinge 


H5 
es 
cr 
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A L conside a solutel possible in the creat confusion 
L b 


ef) rl 4 3 P te | ` to ~ = S , sh rq sko ` ` t } ` J 2 
“alen exis sed in hichest places at that timo. 


Q Hich con*usion in March 19h4h? 


A During the centire time already there was terrible confusion, 
a J 


EO 


But it is quite cloar- 
& Hitler nixed into all questions, and gavo his orders over the 
heads of the Wehrmacht or oy hinsclf, 


2 ve » ae he NO row. Asa 510aQa riad e aa q. ++ 1 vc `; > ry 
Q But did you nevo: Gl1SCuSS this matter with Goering at all? 


A No., I cannot roncmber that I ever spoka to Goerinz about 


2 Don't yov think this is a matter which reflects shame on 
the armed forces of Germany? 
A Yes, that is a sreat shame, 
Q  Yot Goering nover Spoke to you about it at all? Did you 
ever speak to Keitel? 
à Mey I say tha curing that time I have met Goerinr practically 
at no time, 
Y Did you over speak to Keitel about “+? 
A ‘No, never, I saw Keitel even more seldom than Goering, 


Q Wasn't there a General Foster or Foerster at the Air Ministry? 


A Yes, there was such a gentleman 





A 


© 
Q 


encral Focrster? 
A Yes, 
2 Was he Director of Oocrations? 
ä Noe He was, acsordins to the German name, chicf of the 
luftwehr, and as such he ha! to deal with personnel replacements 


j n ma S Big 7 ry ? A? ) i? TA < A ko E a ~ al Ao i ~ - «- < 7 < . 
in connection with the ten ra, OvdLi and the Reichs; arshal, but during 
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wartime h 








n samiera Tom 


oa was in charge of the civil aviation, end regarding civil aviation he worked 
tcgether with me, but during the war=- 


Q Iwas going to ask you, cid he ever mention this shooting to you? 

: S have been asked abcut that once before, but much as I may try I 
cannot remember. It is nct impossible that in the course of a conversation 
he may have told me that officers had been killed. If, and in what Sense, 
he may have told me, I do not remember, I have not received wc fficial 
report threugh hime It would not have been correct, 

Q If Foorster told you, did you ever report it to Goering? 

à I cannot remember the conversation with Foerster. Therefore, I do 
not believe that I have talked to him abou ita He dil not givo me a report 
which I could have given to Goering==passed on to Gsoring--pit this raport 
would have gene directly from him or through cther channel: m ch quicker to 
Goering. À 

Q Did yeu take any steps to prevent this shooting being carried at? 

A Whon I heard abcut it for the first vine, I could not get a clear 
picture, but evon if I had had a clear picture Ff it then, from tho words 
of Westhoff it is clear to me that it would have beon much too laite. 


Q Why too late? 


A Becausc, first. Westhoff knew about i+ First of al “han ho faund 
a 


5 


cut, and he was told elraady that the ordan hac Coen erected. Bus F mar 
point out thas General Westhoff testified œo ihon and... gosir te that, 

Q Very well, you never went to Goering at slloor the wviter, ae wow : 
say? 


& I don't know anything about thai. 


Q Now I am going to deal with tiree gace* pointe fir lisp. With 
regard to the use of labor for the armam ni “odustry, Me: Justice Jacksaca 


yee 
|] 


has asked ycu questions on thate Was labor fron conceutrarion cemps usaci? 
a -Auta 

Q Would you just look at 156l—PS: that is shorthand note 1357... 12th 
of December, in the afternoon, 


(A document is handed to the witness). 


Is that a teletype from Goering to Himmler, dated the lyth of Februar: 


- 5669 - 














22 LaRePuaH2 NCAR 
. H0080 -0083 


194? There aro various code numbers; thon, to Reichsfuchrer SS; tha® was 


= i. — ~-~ 


Himmler, Reichsninister Hirmler. Who actually sent that teletype? It is 
Signed by Goering, but he wouldn't be dealing with questions cf labcr, would 
he; or would he? 

A TI could not Say, I could not say who actually sent it.. 

Q That was a subject with which you dealt, was it net, the position 
of labor for air armanent? 

à Only as long as I had 4p do with air armancnt I have sent the B 
demands fog labor to the respeptive officors, but this telegram did not come 
from my office, 

Q If it didn't come from your office, whoge office did it come from? 

‘A There are a fow things heres First a» 

Q From whose office did it cone? 

å I camet say that offhand, 

Q Very well, 

A I don't KNOWe : i E 

Q Second sentence: At the Same time I ask you to put at ny disposal 
as great a number of ecncentration carp convicts as possible for air 


armament, as this kind of manpower proved to be very useful according to 


previous experimentse You had frequently used concentration camp labor, 
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varug tie LaS Clue, yete This is of the Sta. Way 1 asx about 
the month off the téLerran? 
, Q Yes, I told ycu witness, 1) of February, 19, It is on the tops 
A Yes, I couldn't read ite 
Q Noy I quite uncerstand, And did Himmler respond by providing you 
with ninety thousand further concentration camp prisoners? I refer to 158) 
PS Number 3, dated 9 March, 19h. It is to the "Most honored Reichsmarshal" 
from Himmler, It Says: eae | 
"At the present time 36, 000 prisoners are employed for the purpose of 
the Air Force. Increase to a total number of ninety thousand prisoners is 
contemplated," | = 
Then he refers in the last paragraph :=—= "Tho movenent of manufacturing 
plants cf the aviation industry to subterranean loecaticns requires a further 
employment cf ab-ut one hundred thousand prisoners." 
New, those were concentration camp internees, witness. 
(The witness was henna a document) 
A Yes, I see that from that letter. 
Q You said you were almost innccent cf the conditicns reigning in 
concentration camps, 
A No, I don't Know about thate 
Q You have nct seen the films hein the camps were captured? 
R Nos 
Q The grim contrast -= just wait a moment == the grim contrast 
between the plump and well-fed guards and civilians and the skeletons əf the 
internecs? af 
A TI have not seen the filn but I have seen photcgraphs in England, 
Q Did ycu close your eyes deliberately to what was going on in 
Germany? 
A No, there was no possibility for us to sec that. 
Q You, in your position, could not know what was going on? 
A It was absclutely impossible. 
Q Now then, I just want to deal very shortly with a matter upon which 
Mre Justice Jackson touched but he did not read the letter, That is the 
question of the experiments for the purpose of Air Force research. I am 


anxious to refer to as few documents as pessible but I can give the reference. 
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J Do you know that on the 15 of May, 19h1, and the referonce is shorthand 
note 1848, 1602—PS, thet Dr. Rascher wrote to Himmler? 
A I cid not know about thate I think I have told that rc cently during 


the interrorcations. 


Q 


4 
H 


had very dangercus experiments for which no human wzuld volunteer, 
monkeys were nct suitable and so he asked fcr human subjects and Hirmiler at 


Eddo -+ 


rc A 7 rctacd qep ae oF rrp lar! ~ A m A 977° PE > | 
nee PProvicaec 1e would be glad tc provide human subjects for the 
ra R ad ` - KT me i ms -ar af TA a | -o - “ss ~ . È 
experiment Now. that was in 19l1.6 Did you know that was taking place? 
> a pagi 


f Pe oF N 12 ds e ert 144 3 “39 HTa 
js No, I did not know anything abcrut thate 


Q He. was a Coctos on the steff of the Air Force. 
Tm WT AS peat -— i . . 
& a E La FN 2 DUU; Ly Rol ers, this LS not a tter t this wi tness, 


ate OUTS aiy Lore, I am leading upe The next letter is a letter 
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the officer in charge cf the dceunents would de so gocd, I want tc put to you 
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hanced 2 


Lhe PRESIDENT e He has alraact baer 2) 28; -exsmined upon this letter, 
s Bots ot. 33 I didn't think the Lottor wes read or was dealt with 


Phe COGNT s The lotter was put to him, I do net know whether it 


Me. ROBAWNTS : I shall be guided by the Court antirely, I knew the 


macter was v.ucked upone I felt perhaps the letter sh-uld be read but I may 


TEE PRESIDENT: I am told it was nct reac but the two letters were put 
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, r A Ta s k it daah Ba | A 
If ycur Lordship would be gocd enough to bear with me for a very few 


minutes I can perhaps deal with the matters I think should be dealt with, 
BY MR. ROBERTS 

Q You will see that m the 20th cf May, 19),2 ==- this is your letter to 
"olffy", isn't it, that is Ob ercruppenfuehrer Wolff, and that is signed 
by you isn't it? 

A Yes, I have simed ite Thatis the letter which, as I said this 
morning, was presented to me by the Medical Inspection and from which it can 


1, P dety emo a PN. 3 Ra sa á wai F a : . ` 1 
ve Seen “ray We wanted to withdraw from that whole affair but it just hac 


polite forms 
O MI a nin AP hy + s T- mat + aay q 
% the poins of the letter is, if I Mey Summarize it, that you say: 


n p n V Aa A ú ir 
In reference to your telerran of Ne 12 of May, cur Sanitary Ins pectcr" 


TIT Pemrernror4r Ñ T Ma = = 5+ as I ans 5 - ; } 
Lik PRESIDENT» hive 5 Roberts, 17 I remember richt, wnen these letters 
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Were put tc the witness he said he had not reac ineng that he sirned then 
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HRe AODERTS » We-i, ny Lorc, perhaps I had better leave the matter if 


your Lordship thinks I am going cover ground which has been trodden too cftene 


Q Are you asking this Tribunal tco Deleve that you signed these two 


letters to Wolff, whe was liaison officer, 


¢ 
< 


was he not, between =- who was 


& i), Wolff was no liaison c?ficer, Ho was the adjutant of Himmler 
and accorcing te this he hac sent a telerrar 4 us, apparently directly to 


. a "ea a . j Jj * ` aT 1 à wrp elv ` ynn A a a up a o> Yan a1 ww a A, 
the Sanitisica Inspector and now this men ausara “arcuch me, I could not 


7 Ta Aaa 4s 4 ria p -J ~ . y ga ol. S 
but because it cid not sean rastical that he should 
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` I have said in the interrogations that I have signed these letters; that 


li March-.-DYR-18—=1 
these letters, however, cid not come from my office, were not dictated 
in my cffice but that they were written on my stationery. That was 
senerally “one as an answer .f the Sanitactsinspektion. I hae nothing 
to do vith our experiments with the Luftwaffe, with altitude, pressure 
chambers or uncerecoling or sanitation inspection, or anything as t 
exyerinents of the SS. 

Q Did you know that these pressure chamber experiments were being 
carvie* cut with human bodies, human souls, proviced by Dachau? 

Í with whem it was done, that can be seen frcm the letter which 
the Sanitaetsinspektor presented to mee We ma’e these experiments with 
ur own officers in the Luftwaffe, whe volunteerec for it anc we considered 
it as ur affair that we were doing the experirents nly with cur ow 
pecple on a voluntary basise Therefore, we “id not want the SS to make 
any cxperiments secause the results which came from them Cid not interest 
us, The experimentshac already been mace with our own men a lone time 
AgOe We did not nee’ that ak all. The SS was tryin to meddle ina 
subject which they had nothing to do with and we cid not understand why 
the SE wanted to do ite 

2 Did nct Himmler write you a letter -- the reference is shorte 


hanc nte 1852 ~- in November, 1942 (that is document 1617--PS) in which 


"Dear Milch: Experiments have been carried cub, both high pressure 
and col’ water experiments --" anc that he, Himnler, provided asocial 


persons anc criminals from concentration cmos? Do you remember that 


ds This letter was shown to me and I have no recollection of this 
letter, I do not knw why Himmler wrote to me at all. These letters 
went from my office, withcut my seeing them, tc the respective office, 
taat is Sanitaetsinspektion. From there the answer came via my office 
but I was not in a position to say anything abcut it because I did not 
know what it was all about nor could I judcce from the medical point of 


view what they were dcinge 
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: H 
a| If you sa ou know nothing about letters which you signed I 
F y E 


cannot carry the matter any further. 
Now I want to deal with the last point. 


P 


A I hac to sign several hundred letters per cay and I could not 
always know what they were about in detail because that required a special 
knowlec,e which I cid noct possess. I cnly signed this in order to assist 
the Sanitactsinspektor, who fer some reason cid not want to sign it him 
self an to take the responsibility. 

Q Very well, I am leaving thit point. 

Now then, the last pointe. You said on Friday that a German General 
had been executed for looting jewelry. Vhere cid the looting take „lace? 

Í I cannot say thate I t scems to me as if that hac. been in 


Beleradce The name of the general is General Viafer. That I remember. 


Q It was jewelry loctec from Belzrace? 
h That I cannot saye I only know what I have said on Fridaye 


So the German authorities regarcec the death penalty as a 
suitable ne for looting; apparently that is right. 
Å I could not hear that questione 
A well, perhaps it was a commente I will ask you the next 
que sti ne 
“nat was the value of the jewelry which was looted? 
i i can cnly say I dc not know how it was stolen nor what was 


stclen nor how much it was, what it amounted to; only the fact that they 


were supposedly jewels which he took and for that he received the death 


Q Dic Goering ever speak to you about his art collection he was 
getting from cecupied cc untrics? 

a I con't know anything abcut thate 

2 lay I reac you a peace cf evidence, shorthand note 2317, and 
it is an order of Goering signed on the 5th of November, 190. 

"Goering to the Chief ofthe ilitary Administration in Faris and 
the Einsatzstab Rosenberg: To dispose of the art objects brought to the 
Louvre in the following priority: 

"First, those art objects == 


THE PRESIDENT: Mre Roberts, he has never seen this document and he 
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says he knows nothing about ite 


MRe ROBERTS: If your Lordship please, if you do not think I should 


put it to hime- 


a: 


Q You say Goering never disnussed with you his art collection? 
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e A No. 

Q Did you not know that valuable art objects, inventoried 
to the amount of over 21,000 objects, were taken from the western 
occupied countries? 

A No, that is not know to ne. 

Q What ought the General who looted the jewellery, perhaps 
from Belgrade, have done with it, given it to the Fuchrer, or riven 
it to Goerins? 

aa I ask to be relicved fron ansverinrs this question. 

BY GENERAL RUDENKO: 

Q Will you please tell me when you heard of the planninr of 
war by Hitler against the Soviet Union? In January 1941? 

ü In January I heard, as I said Friday, from Reichsnmarshal 


an attack fron Russia. 


-à 


Goering, that Hitler hac told him he expecte 
Then for several months I did not hear anything about the whole thing 
until by coincicence I found out from a subordinate that a war with 
Russia was imminent and preparations concerning the clothing of the 
troops had been started 

Q Did you know about or were you acquainted with the 
Barbarossa Plan? 

à I heard the name, the word, and I saw the plan as such 
demonstrated in a conversation with the Fuehrer one or two days before 
the attack, with the army groups and Army conmandcrs. 


fy 


q «and when cid this take place, one day or two days before the 


A I can tell you the date exactly in one second. 

() Please do. 

A On the lith of Junc. That is about cicht days before the 
attack which took place on the 22nd, 

Q and before that, you did not hear of this plan and you did 
not see it, 


A I say that I probably heard the name Barba rossa, the word, 
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before, but only shortly before. 
Q And hor lone before? 
Lt cannot say that because durinz the entire months of 
January, February, Larch and also in April, most of the tine I was 
utside of Germany and I only returned in “aye I was in Africa, in 
Grecec, Yusoslavia, and the West, also, 


4 I an interested in the period when you were in the Hich 


`~ 


Command of the German Air Force, 

å December 19h40. 

Q _ So? 

A Only partly. Part of the tine I was in France and in It valy. 


Q <and where were you in Janvary 1941? . 


a At that time I was in the Vest, and as far as I know, not 


But you just told us that in Jamary 191 you had a talk 
with Cocring regarding the plan of war against the Soviet Union. 
> Yes, l=- 
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n of January, but I cannot say any more 


cr 


A Yes, on the 13 
whether I spoke to Goering in France or whether it was via cable, via 
telephone, or whether I was in Germany for a day or two. That I 
cannot say. I didn't mark it down, 

Please forgive ne. ‘What has a te slephone conversation +o do 
4A there was cary sentioned sn ectack by Russia against 


Cowra ner 
|S a Sa dl Many y 


E at TF a T tere % es a De oe) RS peel on yo ee 
(J ou MAAN Tos ‘uecsvLon of an avteocrk of “re DoVvLet Union 
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against Germany was 213.65 Ciseussed by telenhone? 
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know whether I reccived the information by specia! cable which could 


~ ole ` -* rr ro er! m } -l D ) Lh ~ . Amr AT A -T J. |- yle A y -x 
not be tripped, or wheiber the Reichmacshal told me that in Fy ance, 


or wnetner I was in Germany for one day. 
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Q Yes. And when did you discuss this question with Goering, 
and when cid Goering express his apprehensions as to this war against 
the Soviet ‘Union? 

i That was on the 22nd of May. 

Q The 22nd of May, 1941? 

A ‘hi, yes. 

Q and where was this question discussed? 
A Close to Nurnberg, in Feldenstcin. 


& Did you discuss this question with Goering alone, or was 


aranse A A Aran an sfo e AARP d g 
anybocy else present at this conversation? 


4H àt that time only with Goering. We were alonc. 

Q ànd you assert that Gocring did not wish to co to war with 
Russia? 

is ihat was my impression, 

Q So. and why did Goering not want this war arainst the 


Ay 
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This was a defensive war? 


ocring was opposed to 


opposcd to a defensive war? 


aà ie was against any wer, a war of any kind, 


rocring did not wish war against the Soviet Union. 
4a Because 
it, meant the loss 
inen saw it that waye 
Q You were 


“iso pe cor S -10 


very outspoken opponent, a 


iL 4s 
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Germany, and on the other hand you say that the Gernmen 
war with the Soviet Union 

da Hay I explain again nine Loch of Janunry Q 
Hitler hac the impression sla wanted to go against | 


the opinion and not mine, 


Hitler had mentil med as 


haw a ole Be 
I understand that neither you 


this opinion of Hi 


of myself, lso, in my close 
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but iù was not possible to change Hitleris mind/ Hitler's 


there was no power in the world which could change it, 
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and I believe that just as 
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Such a war becnuse he knew = 


personally. 


liaybe you will be able to give me precise reasons 


2S I saw 


I did, many other 


nally an opponent of this war against the Soviet 


On the one hand, 


ring told me that 
ayy Th^t was not 


H- 


opinion whic 


beli leved 


openly 


mse ne 


Gid nct talk 


you did not 


sion to war was to 


ye he question and 
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decision was firm and 
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e) I understand. You mean that Goering, speaking against war with the 


Sovict Union, meant that it was incompatible with war against England, that 
he wished to prevent a twoefront war? 

A From the military point of view, certainly, but I believe that if it 
wouldn't have come to war at that time, it would not have come to it later, 

Q And you admit seriously that it is possible tc speak of a preventive 
war for such a long time, and on the other hand to elaborate the Barbarossa 
Plan and all the instructions which followed? Do you seriously believe in the 


preventive character of such a war? 


A I co not understand the sense of the question, 
Q Do you think that one can explain on one h nd that Russia wanted to 


commit 2n aggressive war agsinst Germany, and on the other hand, if one takes 
into consideration the official date of thig: @pcunent, in the earlier part of 
December 1940 they began to prepare plans &f war against the Soviet Union? 

À Well, I can only volunteer the opinion that Hitler really believed 
that, that he said, "By preventive war I have to stave off the attack by 
Russia," but that has nothing to do with my opinion, I did not definitely be- 
lieve thet Russia would attack us, I could not sce the whole picture, but I 
did not believe definitely that Russia would do it, from their own Russian 
interests, which I tried to understand, 

Q I understand. 

I would like to put 2 few questions with regard to the prisoners of 
war, There has already been mentioned here the calling up of Soviet prisoners 


of war for work in the aircraft industry. 
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2 How do you consider it when prisoners of war are compelled to work 
against their own country? What do you think of that? 

A It is, of course, a very bad thing, an ugly thing. However, so 
far as I know, that has been done by all other nations against cur 
prisoners of ware 

Q Ian talking of Germany nowe You say that is an ugly thing. Isn't 
that a rather weak answer? 

A It depends uponvhat all the others doe . All laws concerning 


warfare== $ 

Q (Interposing): I would like ycu to answer my question. I am 
Speaking of the action of she German Suprome Comanc. Do you consider that 
these actions were in violation of the rules of international law? 

A This question, so far as the legality is concerned, was never clear 
to me and it isn't clear to me bodays I only know that orders were given 
to use them and in the fight for cur very ex: stence, to lead this fight 
also with the help of these mon and womene 

Q Do you consider that this corcer was a just order? 

å I cannot judge that; that depends upon conditions. 

DR. LAT ERNSOR (Counsel for Ne General Staff ond the OKW): Mre President 
I ask to have the Cuestion and answer deleted from the recorde The witness 
was asked to give fal legel opinion, which is not his jobe Since the question 
is not admissable, the answor should no be admissible either. 

THE PRESIDET:- Gercral Rudenko? 

GENERAL RUDENKOs: I wuld like to say that I did not know that the 
witness cid not know whcther this was a violation of international law or 
note I had every roason to believe that the witness was competent to answer 
this question Lecausey at the begimning of his staten-nt today, this witness 
had enumerated ten rules of international lew which were given to the Serman 
soldierse: I thought that, therefore, the witness could really answer the 
questions concerning thc rules of international law, 

In this case, as to the preblem of the utilization of prisoners of war== 
if the Tribunal considers that this question is unecessary, J will certainly 
retract it. 


THE PRESTDENT: The question might have been framed diffcrent?y, as to 
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